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BFC Analysis Shows ... 





U.S.S.R. Exports to Free World 
Up; Imports Show Little Change 


The U.S.S.R. is pressing its commodity exports to coun- 
tries outside the Soviet bloc at an accelerated pace, according 
to the latest trade figures of free world countries. 


The dollar value of Soviet commodities received by free- 
world countries was 31 percent higher during 1955—$624 
million—than in 1954. At the same time, the Soviet Union 
held its imports from non-bloc countries at approximately 
the 1954 level—$567 million. This provided the U.S.S.R. with 
an apparent export surplus of $57 million, the first of its 
kind since the end of World War II. 


The observable increase in Soviet commodity sales was 
proportionately still larger in the markets of the underdevel- 
oped countries. Here, Soviet exports in 1955 amounted to 
$122 million, as compared with $57 million in 1954. The most 
important outlets for Sovi@t goods among this group of coun- 
tries were: Argentina, Iran, Yugoslavia, Iceland, Turkey, 
Egypt, India, and Israel. 


With the expansion of its exports to underdeveloped areas, 
the Soviet Union succeeded in reducing the large gap that 
has long been characteristic of its trade with nonindustrialized 
countries. The value of Soviet exports to these areas in 1955 
amounted to 70 percent of the value of Soviet imports from 
these same countries, as compared with 30 percent in 1954. 


At the same time, however Soviet purchases from under- 
developed countries in 1955 declined by 8 percent from their 
1954 level, namely from $193 to $177 million. Principal sources 
of supply were: Cuba, Argentina, Egypt, Yugoslavia, Iran, 
Gold Coast, Iceland, Turkey, New Zealand, India, Union of 
South Africa, and Uruguay. 


* In relation to the free-world trade of the U.S.S.R. as a 
whole, the underdeveloped countries accounted for 31 percent 
of Soviet imports and for less than 20 percent of all the export 
transactions effected during the year 





Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—-ranging from comprehensive 
economic and business data to details 
on export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own cities or Jo- 
calities through the 32 Field Offices 
of the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the Unjted States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the Unit- 
ed States and abroad. Aided by the 
current information and publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 
ington, they are well equipped to 
serve world traders in their commu- 
nities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Com- 
merce publications, reference mate- 
rial, and other information, for use 
by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Department’s 
Field Offices follow: 

Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321 Post 


ldg. 
1 2. Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 


Ee dg. 
Boston >, 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. ¥., 117 Ellicott St. 
Chariesten 4, 8S. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bldg., West End Broad St. 
Eeevense, bgt Sd Me mid Cnr i“ 

Chicago 6, A . Jackson vd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 22, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
Kansas City é, Mo., Federal Office Bldg. 
Les les 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 
Miami 32, Fia., 300 N.E. First Ave. 
Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


Bldg. 

New Tetvans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave, 

New York 17, N. ¥., 110 45th Bt. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Court- 
house. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 8.W. Temple 


t. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse, 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMER'!ICA 





ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Construction Projects Act as Stimulus 





Lebanese Economy in Strong Position 


The Lebanese economy has maintained a strong position this year. 
New records have been achieved in foreign trade, financial activity 
has increased, industry has been active, and the agricultural situation 


has improved. 


The principal area of strength, however, appears to have shifted 


to the building industry and to enter- 
prises closely related to public works. 
Although the cost of living is up, labor 
is making some gains and an improve- 
ment in employment is indicated in some 
localities. A disastrous earthquake in 
March was offset partially by U. S. aid 
and prompt Lebanese Governmental 
measures, and in the end has served 
as a stimulus to building and employ- 
ment. 


Public Works Advanced 

The Litani River project, by far the 
most important single development in 
Lebanon, continues to progress toward 
actual construction. Interested firms 
have been requested to qualify for bid- 
ding on construction of the Bisri Tunnel 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 19, 
1956, p. 11), although work may not 
begin before 1957. 

An extensive rural electrification 
project, primarily the construction of 
transmission lines, was approyed by the 
Council of Ministers,in February, and a 
proposal for a L£25-million appropria- 
tion in May (1 Lebanese pound= 
US$0.31). The plan, which provides for 
bringing electricity to 500 villages, will 
be completed in 1962, when power from 
the Litani is expected to be avaliable, 


On June 25 the United States and 
Lebanon signed agreements for con- 
struction acceleration of the Beirut 
Syrian border road and for improve- 
ment of Beirut International Airport. 
In the first agreement the United States 
pledged $600,000 fer purchase of equip- 
ment, $200,000 for costs of contracting 
technical advisory services, and $2.4 
million for construction and its super- 
vision. Lebanon initially will make 
available $3 million in Lebanese cur- 
rency toward the construction. The 
Beirut-Sofar section is to be completed 
within 3 to 4 years, 


For the airport project, the principal 


aim of which is to enable the handling 
of commercial jet aircraft, the United 
States pledged a total of $470,000 and 
Lebanon an equal amount. The economic 
effects of these expenditures will not 
be felt this year. 


Reconstruction Office Set Up 
To bring relief to areas devastated by 
the earthquake and also to aid areas 
inundated by the Tripoli flood last 
December, a National Office of Recon- 
struction was established in April. Fifty- 
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five hundred homes in the south Leb- 
anon mountains were destroyed by the 
quake and 11,000 were damaged. 

The Lebanese Government has ac- 
cepted a U. S. Government emergency- 
assistance grant of $2 million for 
purchase of imported materials “and 
equipment for use in reconstruction. 
Materials, primarily steel and lumber, 
will be furnished without charge to 
homeowners, and other costs will be 
financed by the Lebanese Government, 
largely through long-term credits to 
owners, 

The reconstruction has had pro- 
nounced effects on the Lebanese econ- 
omy. Production and import of building 
materials have accelerated, employment 
and wages have advanced in construc- 
tion, and prices of some short-supply 
items have risen, including those which 
are additionally taxed. 

It is believed, however, that neces- 
sary reconstruction expenditures will 
not create strong inflationary pressures, 

Industry Active 

Most other Lebanese industries have 
operated at customary levels, but in- 
creased activity is reported in the pro- 
duction of vegetable oils to fill orders 
received from abroad, particularly 
Eastern European countries. Substantial 
improvements have been made in the 
leading vegetable-oil plants. 

Cement plants too are active in order 
to meet greater domestic and foreign 
demand. The plant at Chekka in north 
Lebanon is enlarging its annual capacity 
from 400,000 to 600,000 metric tons. 

Work has begun on construction of a 
plant at Khalde, near Beirut, for manu- 
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facture of electrical home appliances 
and commercial and industrial refrigera- 
tion equipment, The first of its kind in 
Lebanon, this piant will be equipped 
with American machinery and will be 
supervised by American technicians for 
about 5 years. Its products will be 
made under license from an American 
firm to be marketed in Lebanon and 
other Arab countries. It is expected 
be ready for operation by next fall. 

Sipes International Paint Manufactur- 
ing Co., S.A.L., jointly owned by 2 
American firms and 1 Lebanese com- 
pany, has begun operation of its plant 
at Khalde. The paint is prepared under 
the Sipes formula and will be marketed 
in Lebanon and the other Arab coun- 
tries under the Sipes trade name. ‘The 
plant is designed to produce up to 1,500 
gallons of interior paints and varnishes 
a day, an amount in excess of expected 
sales in Lebanon. 

Marjaba Mining Co., Beirut, which 
has exported iron ore to Western Ger- 
many for the past several years, 9 
begun construction of a small smelting 
plant at Jisr-el-Bacha, a Beirut suburb. 
By increasing the ore’s iron content 
from its average of 44 percent to be- 
tween 55 to 60 percent, the company 
plans to reduce considerably its present 
shipping costs. 

Owing to the greater demand for 
credit, banks in general raised their 
discount rates on commercial paper 
from an average of about 7 percent to 
about 8 percent. However, the discount 
rate of the Banque de Syrie et du Liban 
on prime commercial paper remains 4 
to 5 percent. 

The gold market remains dull, al- 
though export of gold is no longer 
subject to license. 


Foreign Trade Up 


Foreign trade has continued to in- 
crease. Imports in the first quarter 
exceeded those of any preceding first 
quarter in both quantity and value. 
Exports, though smaller in quantity 
than those of the first quarter of 
1955, reached a new first-quarter high 
in value. Customs receipts also were 
higher than in any preceding first quar- 
ter. Cargo tonnage handled in the port 
of Beirut was the greatest recorded for 
any quarter—an indication that Leb- 
anon’s import transit trade continued to 
expand. 

U. S. products continued to hold their 
accustomed high place among Lebanese 
imports—second only to imports from 
Syria. 

The Lebanese domestic market in 
general has maintained 1955 activity 


(Continued on page 6) 
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New Regime, Strike Settlement in 
Peru Contribute to Brisk Business. 


With the installation of a new President and settlement of the labor 
strikes, Peruvian business appeared to have resumed its generally brisk 


pace toward the end of July. 


Activity had been down slightly during the last part of June and 


the first part of July. 

Fear was expressed in business circles 
that the large salary increases decreed 
by the Government would lead to anoth- 
er round of inflation. Symptoms of in- 
flation appeared in the general upward 
movement of the price indexes and the 
continued expansion of commercial and 
Central Bank credit. 

A further increase in new dollar col- 
lections received during May resulted 
in an expansion of $2.2 million in com- 
mercial obligations outstanding, includ- 
ing $1.1 million in collections covering 
capital goods. The net gold holdings and 
the Central Reserve Bank’s foreign- 
exchange reserves, fell from $26 million 
in May to $24.3 million in June, a de- 
cline of $1.7 million. Foreign trade re- 
mained at record levels, representing 
a total volume of $310.7 million during 
the first 6 months of 1956. Imports were 
valued at $166.6 million and exports at 
$144.1 for the 6-month period, leaving 
an adverse balance of $22.5 million. 


On the other hand, exchange rates 
remain comparatively stable, the sol 
showing a slight tendency to strengthen 
in the free market. Available indicators 
of business activity such as-electric con- 
sumption, sales of cement and gasoline, 
exports of metals and estimates of cot- 
ton and sugar production indicate a 
high level of activity. Mineral exports 
are provisionally estimated at $64 mil- 
lion for the first half of 1956, an in- 
crease of $20 million over 1955. The 
cotton crop is expected to achieve last 
year’s high level and the sugar crop is 
expected to be the largest on record. 


Cotton Crops Vary 


Further deterioration in the Tanguis 
cotton crop was indicated during the 
month, and the 1956 crop was expected 
to be less than last year’s. Excellent 
conditions continued for the Pima-Kar- 
nak crop in northern Peru, however, so 
that total cotton production this year 
may be about the same as in 1955. 


Sugar production and exports de- 
creased seasonally, as mills were shut 
down for annual repairs. A record pro- 
duction was expected in the current 
year, and export prices continued to be 
slightly above those of a year earlier. 

It became increasingly clear that in 
the important northern coastal areas, 
the rice crop will be slightly larger than 
last year’s. With inventories already 
large, exports were believed possible in 
1956, and increased quantities have 
been sent to the drought-afflicted south- 
ern Andean zone. 
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The drought-reduced harvest in the 
southern Andes was affected further in 
some localities by floods and rodents, 
and some dry pastures were damaged 
by fire. Complete crop destruction in 
some areas created prospects for food, 
seed, and feedstuffs shortages. 


The’ United States and Peru have 
signed an agreement to put into effect 
a plan for development of seven Depart- 
ments in southern Peru, including the 
drought area. An immediate purpose is 
to provide employment for persons 
whose crops have been partially or to- 
tally destroyed. The plan is an extensive 
one, in which stimulation will be given 
to planned irrigation projects and to 
improvements in agricultural practices, 
sanitation, highways, and education. 
The organization responsible for the 
program will be semi-autonomous and 
will be operated on a decentralized 
basis. 

Bonito Output High 

Canned-bonito exports during the sea- 
son which ended approximately in April 
would have broken all records had there 
not been a fishermen’s strike at the 
height of the season—March-April. Pro- 
duction nevertheless was between 1.4 
million and 1.5 million cases. 

The Fourth Meeting of the Perma- 
nent Commission of the South Pacific 
was held in Lima during June. It fixed 
a quota of 2,400 sperm whales for pe- 
lagic operations for the -year, and 
awarded the entire quota to a Peruvian 
company, Mancora Maritima, S. A., 
which has no whaling fleet. No quota, 
however, was placed on the operations 
of the two shore-based companies, nor 
on the new company, Ballenera del 
Norte, S. A., erecting a plant with con- 
siderable U. S. capital, near Paita. 


Lead-Zinc Smelter Studied 


Peru was visited in June by officials 
of a large U. S. lead-zine smelting and 
refining concern who, together with of- 
ficers and technicians of the Banco 
Minero del Peru, are studying the feasi- 
bility of erecting a custom lead smelter 
on the coast. Peru’s production of the 
metal has more than doubled since 1950, 
which accounts for the fact that al- 
though the only existing lead-smelting 
facilities located at Oroya have been 
considerably expanded, increasing lead 
tonnage in the form of ores and concen- 
trates is being exported. . 

The Banco Minero is understood to be 
proposing a joint venture for the con- 


(Continued on page 12) 


Canada Makes Study of 
Latin American Trade 


Eleven Canadian trade commissioners 
from Latin American countries, Depart- 
ment of Trade and Commerce officials, 
and a small group of Canadian businegge 
men widely experienced in Latin Amer- 
ican trade discussed ways and means of 
increasing Canada’s exports to South 
and Central America and the Caribbean 
area, at a 3-day conference, 


The conference, 


Ottawa since 1945, was concluded on 
July 20. 


Because Canada is faced with a sharp 
drop in exports to Latin American 
Republics in 1955, the conference con- 
sidered problems involved in selling on 
credit terms and in encouraging busi- 
ness and official visits both ways, It 
was agreed that trade could be in- 
creased by continuous and energetic 
efforts, despite dollar shortages in 
some countries and keen and growing 
competition from other exporting coun- 
tries. 

Canada’s exports to the American 
Republics in 1955 totaled C$161 million, 
a drop of 13.8 percent from 1954. The 
loss was due mainly to the drop in 
Brazil’s purchases which, at C$11 mil- 
lion, were only one-fourth of those in 
1954. Canada’s purchases in 1955 in- 
creased to.C$319.3 million from C$248.4 
million, petroleum imports from Vene- 
zuela accounting for C$187 million in 
1955, as compared with C$168 million 
in 1954. 

Exports to British countries of the 
Caribbean area totaled another C$43 
million in 1955 and imports from them 
an additional C$54 million. This trade 
gained both ways in 1955. 

Exports to Puerto Rico amounted to 
almost C$10 million, as compared with 
about C$8 million in 1954, and imports 
from Puerto Rico totaled more than 
C$3 million in 1955,-as compared with 
C$5 million in 1954.—U. S. Embassy, 
Ottawa, 





investment in 
INDONESIA 


basic information for 
United States businessmen 


$1.25 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Instrument Exhibit Set 
For New York 


The 11th Annual International 
Instrument-Automation Confer- 
ence and Exhibit, sponsored by 
the Instrument Society of Amer- 
ica, is scheduled for the New York 
Coliseum, New York City, N. Y., 
September 17-21. 

An educational program will be 
presented consisting of clinics, 
workshops, and technical sessions 
in addition to the exhibits. 

Also featured will be the instru- 
mentation for the Earth Satellite 
to be launched by the United 
States during the International 
Geophysical Year. Participation 
is invited either as exhibitors of 
instruments and automatic con- 
trols, speakers at the conference, 
or as visitors. 

For exhibit information inquir- 
fes should be addressed to Mr. 
Fred J. Tabery, Exhibit Man- 
ager, 250 West 57th Street, New 
York 19, N. Y. 

Engineering and technical so- 
cieties who wish to offer papers, 
in English, on measurement and 
control may write to Mr. William 
H. Kushnick, Instrument Society 
of America, 1319 Allegheny Ave- 
nue, Pittsburgh 33, Pa. 











Investment Growth in 
W. Germany Declines 


The rate of investment growth in the 
Federal Republic of Germany declined 
during the first quarter of 1956, ap- 
parently as a result of tighter money 
market conditions. 

Investments in the West German 
economy, including stocks but excluding 
housing, increased only 4 percent over 
the comparable period in 1955 if price 
rises are taken into consideration. The 
rate of investment growth thus appears 
to have lagged behind the national 
product’s estimated growth, 

This appraisal of the current invest- 
ment situation is made in a recent re- 
port of the German Institute for eco- 
nomic Research in Berlin, which also 
States that a greater proportion of 
investments—about 75 percent—is being 
self-financed by firms. Investments fi- 
nanced by loans declined from 28.6 
percent during the first quarter of 1955 
to 25.2 percent during the first quarter 
of this year.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 





U. S. exports of unmanufactured to- 
bacco in April 1956 totaled 29.3 million 
pounds, valued at $18.9 million, accord- 
ing to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 

This was an increase of 58 percent 
over exports for April 1955. 
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Bolivian Cabinet Accepts Report 
On Mining Agency Reorganization 


The Bolvian Cabinet approved the reorganization report covering 
the Corporacion Minera de Bolivia (Comital), agency that'operates Boli- 
via’s nationalized mines, on July 18 with minor modifications. 

The plan, to be put in operation soon, provides for a board of direc- 
tors comprising Government and labor representatives, presided over 


by a Presidential appointee who would 
serve as president of the Corporacion 
Minera. Technical and administrative 
decisions would be made by a general 
manager, subject to the board of direc- 
tors for policy guidance only. The gen- 


eral manager would be a highly quali- 


fied administrator who would supervise 
the work of nine assistant managers in 
such fields as employee relations, 
production, exploration and accounting. 

The study was made by Ford, Bacon, 
and Davis, an American consulting firm. 


The president of Banco Minero de 
Bolivia, which purchases and exports 
the mineral production of medium- and 
small-sized privately owned mines, has 
announced a new policy covering dollar 
payments to the private miners, Effec- 
tive July 2, private miners were to re- 
ceive an undetermined percentage of 
gross dollar receipts from their mineral 
exports in the form of free dollars for 
unlimited use. Heretofore, the miners 
received 20 percent of net dollar re- 
ceipts from their exports, to be applied 
exclusively on purchases of prescribed 
imports. The only free dollars received 
by private miners through July 1 was 
for above-average production during the 
period 1952-54, 


Oil Interests Active 


The visits of high officials of Pure 
Oil Co. and Standatd Oil Co. of Ohio 
coincided with a press announcement 
that the Chilean Chamber of Deputies 
had approved the 1955 Arica treaty and 
protocol, which governs the construc- 
tion of pipelines between Bolivia and 
the Chilean port of Arica. The treaty 
now passes to the Chilean Senate for 
action. 

It also has been confirmed that $1.25 
million will be expended for the pur- 
chase of pipe for the oil pipeline be- 
tween Camiri and Santa Cruz. YPFB 
plans to transfer a 2,000-barrel-a-day 
petroleum refining unit from Sucre to 
Santa Cruz. The move will place the re- 
finery at the shipping point for petro- 
leum-product exports to Brazil and will 
eliminate the long and costly tank-truck 
haulage of petroleum products from the 
refinery in Cochabamba to Santa Cruz. 

Representattves of geological survey 
teams, under contract with the Bolivian 
Gulf Oil Co., arrived in Bolivia to make 
photogrammetric and gravimetric sur- 
veys of the company’s Bolivian proper- 
ties. Some 20,000 square miles of land 
are to be surveyed for Bolivian Gulf. 

One disturbing note in the Bolivian 





petroleum industry was the resignation, 
effective August 6, of YPFB’s president, 
Jose Paz Estenssoro. His successor has 
not been named. 

The Bolivian Government on June 25, 
ratified the commercial accord signed 
with Brazil on December 24, 1953, to 
facilitate the exchange of products be- 
tween the two countries. Bolivian de- 
liveries of petroleum products to Brazil 
are covered by a separate agreement. 
Bolivia also is considering a commercial 
agreement with Italy along similar 
lines, 

U. S. Operates Smelter 

The announcement by the Federal 
Facilities Corporation (FFC) that the 
United States would continue to operate 
the Texas City Tin Smelter until 
January 31, 1957, has led the president 
of the Corporacion Minera to predict 
that Bolivian tin exports will continue 
normally through the end of 1956; but 
the Bolivian Government‘hopes that the 
proposed cutoff date for deliveries to 
the smelter can be extended from 
September 30 to November 30, 1956. 

May exports of 2,604 metric tons of 
fine tin with a gross value of $5,424,000 
were higher than for April. Cumulative 
exports of. tin for January through 
May 1956 amounted to 10,090 metric 
tons, compared with 10,824 tons for the 
like period of 1955 and 10,290 tons in 
1954. 

Progress is being made on various 
projects important to Bolivia’s economic 
rehabilitation, according to statements 
of President Paz Estenssoro, who with 
prominent Bolivian and foreign guests, 
made an inspection trip early in July to 
the oil industry, and highway and agri- 
cultural projects in central and south- 
eastern Bolivia. 

Among the projects visited was the 
Guabira sugar refinery near Santa Cruz 
which, with a capacity of 18,000 metric 
tons of sugar annually, was scheduled 
to begin production shortly, Other in- 
stallations visited included the state 
petroleum agency, Yacimientos Pet- 
roliferos Fiscales Bolivianos (YPFB), at 
Camiri; road construction projects near 
Santa Cruz; Villa Montes irrigation 
project; the Mejico dam site near 
Cochabamba; the milk-processing plant 
and lubricant factory in that city; the 
Corani hydroelectric project; and the 
work on the Montepunco-Puerto Vil- 
laroel road, While on the visit the Presi- 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Dredging To Start at 


Kuwait; Housing Rushed 


Dredging operations at the port of 
Kuwait will begin this fall, and 18 
months will be required to complete 
the project. The contract was awarded 
to an Italian firm in May. 

The port’s quay construction, bids for 
which have not been let, will require 
about 3 years to complete. The earliest 
that the new port will be in full opera- 
tion will be 1960. 

Housing construction in Kuwait is 
progressing steadily; however, demand 
by far exceeds supply. In May the 
Public Works Department established 
the Department of Housing and Admin- 
istrative Affairs in an effort to expe- 
- dite housing for Government employees. 
As building regulations require that an 


application for a building license be 
supported by plans drawn up by a 
licensed engineer, the Development 
Board has approved a proposal to en- 
courage engineering firms to open of- 
fices in Kuwait. 

The Woolaway Concrete Plant, which 
produces concrete blocks, pipes, and 
curbing, began operations on May 22. 


Kiln Construction Under Way 


The Development Board approved a 
leading Kuwait merchant’s request to 
erect an asbestos cement pipe factory, 
and agreed to give the factory priority 
in purchasing asbestos cement pipes 
for Government contracts, if the factory 
can meet foreign firms’ price quotations. 

A board of directors or policy com- 
mittee for the Sand Erick Lime Factory 
was appointed in May. The kiln’s con- 
struction at the factory is proceeding 
on schedule, but some difficulty is being 
experienced in obtaining enough trained 
British technicians to operate it, 

Six wells have been drilled at Sula- 
ibiya to obtain brackish water for irri- 
gating farrns, and six additional wells 
are being drilled. The. construction of 
two 15-million-gallon reservoirs with 
compartments to store both fresh and 
brackish water is following schedule. 

Kuwaiti Government officials are in- 
terested in reviving the Shatt-al-Arab 
project to pipe fresh water from Iraq. 
This project apparently is preferred to 
the construction of a total of 17 distil- 
lation units, which would be needed to 
produce the required fresh water from 
sea water. 

The British Bank of the Middle East, 
in Kuwait, deals with a total of 12 
American correspondent banks. Repre- 
sentatives of some of these banks have 
visited Kuwait, including the Guaranty 
Trust, the Chase National Bank, and 
the Bank of America.—U. S. Consulate, 
Kuwait. 
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Lebanese Economy ... 
(Continued from page 3) 


levels. The market.is sound, trade 
obligations are mostly met at maturity, 
and wholesale prices show almost no 
changes. 

In the retail market, there has been 
increased activity in electrical house- 
hold appliances. Last year’s rate of 
sale of building materials and auto- 
mobiles has been maintained. 

Soviet bloc countries have continued 
to exert considerable effort to broaden 
and strengthen their economic ties with 
Lebanon, and the Lebanese Government 
and many Lebanese merchants and 
industrialists have shown increasing 
interest in such ties. 

Following signature on December 31, 
1955, of a balanced trade agreement 
with communist China, Lebanon in 
January signed similiar agreements with 
Rumania and Poland. These _ three 
agreements were approved by the Leb- 
anese Parliament on June 21, in recom- 
mending approval of the agreements; 
the Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee made the following points: Many 
Lebanese products cannot compete in 
foreign markets because of their high 
prices or inferior quality; Lebanon does 
not have a balanced trade with coun- 
tries with free economies, whose mer- 
chants are free to make their own 
choice; the situation is different with 
countries whose economics are con- 
trolled and which place political con- 
siderations above prices. The Commit- 
tee found no political risk for Lebanon 
in dealing with the latter countries. 

Nationalist China also was active in 
seeking expanded trade relations with 


—— 


Lebanon. A trade mission from that 
country visited Lebanon in March, and 
in May talks were undertaken with the 
Lebanese toward negotation of a4 
biltateral trade agreement. 


Agricultural Conditions Improved 


Growing conditions have been favor- 
able this year as a result of abundant 
rain in the winter and early spring, 
Summer crops’ are expected to be con- 
siderably above average. ~ 

The olive crop, which was extremely 
poor last year, gives promise of attain- 
ing a record production. Olive and olive- 
oil prices, unusually high last year, are 
not expected to decline greatly, as 
southern European crops were damaged 
considerably by frost and cold weather. 

The apple crop is expected to be about 
15 percent above last year’s and the 
citrus crop may be up by about 4 per- 
cent. A good banana crop also is ex- 
pected. Larger fruit crops may present 
marketing difficulties, but Lebanese 
authorities are attempting to organize 
a special office to insure proper packing 
and to secure outlets for exportable 
surpluses, Citrus fruits and to a lesser 
extent apples are Lebanon’s main ex- 
ports to Soviet bloc countries and thus 
have created one of the strongest in- 
centives to expand trade with those 
countries. 

Substantially larger wheat and potato 
crops also are predicted. The wheat crop 
is estimated at about 56,000 metric 
tons and the potato crop at about 31,000 
tons. 

Efforts to revive Lebanon’s domestic 
silk industry received further impetus 
by the establishment of a Silk Office 
with a L£275,000 budget for 1956, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Argentina Changes Rates 
For Consular Fees 


The Argentine peso-dollar ex- 
change rate for determining the 
amount of consular fees for legal- 
izing shipping documents has been 
changed, the Argentine Consulate 
General in New York City has an- 
nounced. 

The new exchange rate, effec- 
tive August 16, is US$3.51 per 100 
pesos, or 28.50 pesos per US$1, in- 
stead of $3.18 per 100 pesos, or 
31.45 pesos per $1 as announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Au- 
gust 13, 1956, page 9. 











Gold Coast Licenses 
More Dollar Imports 


The Gold Coast has authorized im- . 


port licensing on a temporary basis for 
additional commodities from the United 
States and Canada not formerly granted 
licenses. 


Importers were required to submit 
their license applications by August 4, 
and each license granted is valid for 
purchases only through December 31. 


The new authorization, issued as Gov- 
ernment Notice 108 of July 14, lists 
both goods not formerly licensed for 
entry and others previously permitted 
entry on a short-term basis: 

The new items are lamp globes and 
fittings; shirts other than _ knitted; 
leather footwear except slippers; and 
mechanical refrigerators and parts, 
Other goods listed are bacon and ham; 
salt pork; other meat, smoked, dried, 
or salted; corned meat and other meat 
in airtight containers; sausages; meat 
preparations; milk and cream, evaporat- 
ed, sweetened and unsweetened; milk 
and cream, dry; fish, salted or dried; 
medicinal and pharmaceutical products; 
leather, reconstituted.—U. S. Constflate 
General, Accra. 


Under the Gold Coast's import con- 
trol system any importer may apply 
at any time for an import license to im- 
port dollar goods, but the Government’s 
policy has been to grant licenses only 
for dollar goods considered essential to 
the local economy or which are not 
available from soft-currency countries. 


The July 14 notice does not change 
this basic control system but merely 
draws attention to the Government’s 
willingness to license certain types of 
dollar goods on a short-term basis. Such 
announcements of short-term licensing 
arrangements for special goods are 
made from time to time depending on 
foreign-exchange availabilities, 


August 20, 1956 


Canada Tightens Cotton Inspection 


The Canadian Government on July 25, 
in furtherance of the Government's in- 
tention of imposing antidumping duties 
on certain U. S. textiles shipped to 
Canada under the new U. S. cotton 
export subsidy program, issued the fol- 
lowing instructions to all Canadian 
collectors of customs: 

“For some time, there has been a 
two-price system in the United States 
for raw cotton, Manufacturers in that 
country have been required to pay a 
price for their supplies of raw cotton 
that was approximately 6 cents per 
pound higher than the price at which 
similar cotton was sold for export. 

“Beginning August 1, 1956, U. S. ex- 
porters of yarns, fabrics, and manufac- 
tured articles made from cotton will 
be eligible to claim an equalization pay- 
ment from their Government based 
upon the estimated amount of cotton 
used in the manufacture of the goods 
and the difference between the U. S. 
domestic price and the export price of 
raw cotton. ; 

“This arrangement could enable ex- 
porters to sell their products to Canada 
at prices below the fair market value 
obtaining on sales in their home market. 
It will, therefore, be necessary for ap- 
praisers to exercise extra vigilance. All 
entries of such goods from the United 
States containing cotton are to be taken 
subject to amendment, and careful at- 
tention is to be given to ensure that in- 
voice descriptions are adequate and cer- 
tified fair market values are in com- 
pliance with the law. 

“In respect to any importation where 
the appraiser considers investigation by 
the Department [of National Revenue] 
is warranted, a copy of the invgice and, 





Portugal Lowers, Exempts 
Peanut, Olive Oil Duties 


The Portuguese import duty on pea- 
nut oil from foreign countries has been 
reduced temporarily by 60 percent. 

Similarly, imported olive oil to re- 
place an equal quantity of exported 
Portuguese olive oil is exempted from 
import duty. The changes are to apply 
only during the 1956-57 crop year. 

The new measure, put in to effect by 
decree-law No. 40,693 of June 20, is 
designed to enable the trade to main- 
tain Portuguese exports of olive oil at 
a time when domestic olive oil is in 
short supply and also to favor import 
of peanut to meet the deficit in edible 
oil supplies. 

The Government has continued’ its 
policy begun last May of requiring that 
peanut oil and domestic olive oil sold 
in Portugal must be mixed in equal 
proportions.—U. S. Emb., Lisbon. 


where possible, a sample of the goods 
are to be promptly forwarded to the 
Department. Samples of fabrics should 
not be less than 12 square inches in area 
and should be large enough that the 
pattern may be identified. In each in- 
stance where invoices are submitted, 
the importer should be advised that the 
value is being inquired into and amend- 
ment of the entry and any subsequent 
entries of similar goods may be required 
at a later date.” 

Notice of the Canadian Government's 
intention to impose antidumping duties 
on certain U. S. textiles appeared in 


Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 23, . 


1956, page 8. 


Portugal Grants Some 
Shipments Drawbacks 


Raw materials imported into Portugal 
for use in the manufacture of products 
which are later to be exported may be 
subject to a reduction of or exemption 
from payment of applicable import 
duties under decree-law No. 40,694 of 
July 20. 


Products exported under the provi- 
sions of the new decree-law also are 
exempted from payment of export 
duties. 

The Minister of Finance is authorized 
to decide which shipments are to bene- 
fit from the new drawback provisions, 

Similar drawbacks have been granted 
in the past to meet special circum- 
stances, but legislative authority had 
to be issued in each case. 

The purpose of the measure is to as- 
sist domestic manufacturers in «main- 
taining their competitive position in 
foreign markets. 

Although no information has been 
made public as to which industries are 
to benefit from the new drawback privi- 
leges, it is presumed that the measure 
is designed particularly to assist the de- 
pressed cotton textile industry, which 
has become increasingly dependent on 
foreign countries for raw cotton, Pro- 
duction of cotton in Portuguese over- 
sea areas, which ordinarily supplies 
most of the cotton texile industry’s re- 
quirements has declined, and more rela- 
tively high-cost cotton must now be 
imported from foreign countries.—U, S. 
Emb., Lisbon. 








India’s exports of unmanufactured_to- 
bacco for April-January of the 1955-56 
fiscal year totaled 85.3 million pounds, 
16.7 middtion greater than the like period 
of 1954-55, and larger than in any com- 
plete fiscal year since 1951-52, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 

Larger shipments to communist China 
accounted for most of the increase, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Indonesia Revises Plan for Promotion of 
Exports; Suspends Licensing of Imports 


The Indonesian Government on Au- 
gust 6 put into effect a new plan de- 
signed to help stimulate the country’s 
export trade, as announced on the same 
date. 


Simultaneously it was announced that 
after August 4 with some exceptions 
import applications would not be ac- 
cepted for an indefinite period. 

These actions were designed to check 
the fall in Indonesia's foreign-exchange 
reserves resulting from the continuing 
excess of heavy imports over depressed 
exports. 

The former rupiah premiums granted 
for slow-moving Indonesian agricultural 
exports (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Nov. 21, 1955, p. 8, and Apr. 9, 1956, 
p. 7) are now replaced by new pre- 
miums called “export promotion certif- 
icates” (bukti pendorong ekspor—BPE), 
which will be issued in foreign currency 
for all export products except refined 
sugar, cinchona, coal, tin, and petro- 
leum., Such premiums, ranging from 
3 percent to 20 percent, will be based 
upon the f. o. b. price of such exports 
stipulated in foreign-exchange contracts 
concluded on August 6 and thereafter 
or on contracts concluded after July 1 
but not yet realized. 

Premiums are to be freely negotiable 
within a 3-month period from time of 
issuance, subject to limitations set by 
future Ministry of Finance regulations, 
and may be used for financing certain 
imports, as yet unspecified; travel 
abroad; and other purposes still to be 
announced. 

Among the export percentage pre- 
miums already announced are: For rub- 
ber slabs and unsmoked sheets, 3 per- 
cent; palm nuts, 5; processed (smoked) 
rubber and tobacco leaf, 8; coffee, copra, 
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Indo-Nepal Treaty of 
1950 To Be Revised 


The Government of India has accept- 
ed a proposal from the Government of 
Nepal to revive the Indo-Nepal Treaty 
of 1950, according to the Indian press. 

The Nepalese Government, it is stat- 
ed, is seeking abrogation of a clause 
relating to customs procedures. Under 
the terms of that clause Nepal agreed 
to levy on goods produced in Nepal and 
exported to India export duties at rates 
high enough to prevent their resale in 
India at prices more favorable than In- 
dian products which are subject to an 
Indian excise duty. 

Nepal also contends that Indian im- 
port and export duty rates, whith are 
also applicable in Nepal, are not suit- 
able to present conditions in Nepal but 
tend to make imported commodities 
more costly and thereby hinder export 
of Nepalese goods to foreign countries. 





pepper, cut tobacco, tapioca, nutmeg, 
skins, 10; kapok, peanuts, grated coco- 
nut, 15; tea, 16; and fibers, 20. 
Exempt from the general suspension 
of import applications are items covered 
by specific industrial and developmental 


(Continued on page 16) 





Japan Eases Controls 
On Stock Purchases 


American investors after October 30, 
1956, may purchase with yen, outstand- 
ing stocks of Japanese corporations, the 
Japanese, Ministry of Finance has an- 
nounced. : 

This action removes the restriction 
provided for under paragraph 15 of the 
protocol to the Treaty of Friendship, 
Commerce, and Navigation between the 
United States and Japan, which states 
that “during a transition period of 3 
years from the date of coming into force 
of the present treaty, Japan may con- 
tinue to apply existing restrictions on 
the purchase by aliens, with yen, of out- 
standing shares in Japanese enter- 
prises.” October 30 marks the end of 
the 3-year transition period. 

At present foreign investors are per- 
mitted to purchase with yen only new 
issues of Japanese stocks. 

The relaxation of restrictions on yen 
purchases of stock is of particular in- 
terest to firms holding blocked yen in 
Japan. These funds, which are not re- 
mittable in dollars, may after October 
30 be used for investment in “old” or 
outstanding stock. Remittance of divi- 
dends earned on such securities will, of 
course, be subject to the provisions of 
Japan’s foreign-investment and foreign- 
exchange-control laws. In general, re- 
mittance of profits on investments is 
possible oaly if the investments are vali- 
dated by the Japanese Government and 
if the original purchase of the securities 
was made with dollars. 





Indonesia Granted Loan 
Of $55 Million 


The grant of a $55-million 5- 
year loan to Indonesia was ap- 
proved on July 31 by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, the sum 
to be used toward stabilization of 
the country’s monetary position. 

Indonesia’s foreign-exchange re- 
serves had diminished heavily in 
the face of a recent sharp decline 
in rubber prices and value of 
rubber exports, as well as the 
need to import unusually large 
quantities of rice this year. 
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Germany Opens Quotas 
For Dollar-Area Items 


The German Government has opened 
quotas for import of aluminum, gold 
and alloys, rubber elastic fabrics, and 
popcorn from the dollar area. 

Licenses will be granted for raw or 
alloyed aluminum imported from the 
United States, Canada, or Peru until a 
quota of 6.3 million German marks is 
utilized, but not after December 31 of 
this year (4.2 marks~US$1). No re- 
exports will be permitted. 

Licenses will be granted for gold and 
alloys, unworked, for industrial pur- 
poses, until a quota of 21 million marks 
is utilized, but not after September 20. 


These imports must be used in the 
Federal Republic or in Western Berlin. 


Import of rubber elastic fabrics will 
be licensed until an unannounced quota 
limitation is reached, but not after 
October 31. No reexport will be per- 
mitted. 

A quota of 840,000 marks is estab- 
lished for licenses for popcorn imported 
from the United States, no application 
to be accepted after September 28.— 
U. S. Emb., Bonn. 





Cooperative Bank To 
Be Set Up in Iraq 


A cooperative loan bank is to be 
established in Iraq under authority of 
law No. 65 of June 6, effective on Au- 
gust 18. 

The bank will have an authorized 
capital of 250,000 dinars, of which the 
Government will provide 51 percent, the 
remainder to be contributed by coopera- 
tive societies. Under authority of the 
Council of Ministers, the capital may 
be increased to a maximum of 3 million 
dinars (1 Iraqi dinar =US$2.80), 


The bank will be controlled by a 
Board of Administration made up of 5 
members, including the bank’s Director 
General and 2 members nominated by 
the societies contributing to the bank’s 
capital, all of whom are appointed by 
the Minister of Economics, 

The bank is authorized to grant loans 
and advances to cooperative societies, 
accept current and fixed deposits, and 
carry on transactions connected with 
the societies’ activities. Loans will be 
granted only to societies contributing to 
the bank’s capital. The minimum 
amount of a loan will be 10 percent of 
a society’s own paid-in capital and the 
maximum must not exceed double its 
paid-in capital except by approval of 
the Board of Administration and the 
Minister of Economicu.—U. S. Embassy, 
Baghdad. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





RID SRNL 














ose 


— oa eh > 4% CF oe ee 8S 


nan he in oo ee 


ed 
old 
ind 


la 
is 
of 


and 
ur- 
rks 


the 
lin. 
vill 
ota 
‘ter 


ab- 
ted 
ion 
5. — 


of 
Au- 


zed 
the 
the 
ra- 
the 
nay 
lion 


ya 
of 5 
*tor 


ik’s 
by 


ans 
ies, 
and 
vith 


y to 
yum 
t of 
the 
its 
| of 
the 
SSy, 





og sated 


AGAR LEE NT 





WORLD TRADE LEADS 








India in Market for 
Galvanized Wire 


The Director General of Sup- 
plies and Disposals, New Delhi, 
invites bids until August 31 on 
tender No. SHI/2925-G/III/56 for 
120 tons of galvanized wire. 

Detailed specifications are avail- 
able from the India Supply Mis- 
sion, 2536 Massachusetts Avenue 
NW., Washington 8, D, C, 











French Firm Wants 
License Agreement 


Ateliers Electro-Mecaniques Des Pyre- 
nees, 13 rue Mesclin, Tarbes, Hautes- 
Pyrenees, manufacturer of small elec- 
trical equipment, wiring devices, fuse 
blocks, plugs, switches, terminals, cir- 
cuit breakers, and other small electrical 
equipment, is interested in concluding a 
licensing agreement with a U. S. manu- 
facturer who may be interested in hav- 
ing his equipment produced in France. 
The firm also has facilities for market- 
ing. 

The plant in Tarbes employs 50 work- 
ers and reportedly possesses adequate 
machinery and equipment. 

A brochure showing the products 
manufactured by the firm is available 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
mercé, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C.; and a World 
Trade Directory report on the firm is 
available to qualified U. S, firms for $1 
from BFC’s Commercial Intelligence 
Division. 


Netherlands Firm Seeks 
United States Engineer 


The A. S. W. Apparatenfabriek N. V. 
(Automatic Screw Works), a Nether- 
lands firm, is interested in engaging the 
services of an American engineer for a 
year or more to redesign its line to 
water heaters, pressure governors, ther- 
mostats, and household sanitary equip- 
ment. 

The company believes that new ideas 
in the design and/or construction of its 
products might result from the employ- 
ment of an American design engineer, 
Interested persons should address in- 
quiries to J. G. L, Rijsdijk, assistant 
managing director of the firm at 24 Dr. 
J. Berendstraat, Postbox 43, Nijmegen. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the firm is available to qualified U. S. 
firms from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or through any of the 
Department’s Field Offices for $1, 
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Canadian Industrial 


Site, Plant Offered 


The Acadia-Atlantic Sugar Refineries, 
Ltd., Halifax, has announced that its 
property located on Halifax harbor is 
for sale. 

The property is 3 miles down the har- 
bor from the town of Dartmouth, now 
connected to Halifax by the Angus L. 
MacDonald bridge, and contains plant 
buildings with a ground area of about 
19 acres and water frontage on Halifax 
harbor of 1,488 feet. The total area of 
the property is a little over 200 acres, 
mostly undeveloped. 

Buildings on the property contain 
308,104 square feet and consist of a 
machine shop, power house, boiler 
house, wharf warehouse, office building, 
carpenter shop, and 31 _ residential 
houses containing from 6 to 8 rooms. 
The dock can handle vessels up to 10,- 
000 tons and the Canadian National 
Railway sidings provide rail transporta- 
tion for inland points. The property re- 
portedly is in first-class condition. 

Details regarding the submission of 
bids, descriptive brochures, and other 
information may be obtained by writing 
to the company. 


Italian Handicraft 
Bulletin Published 


A set of bulletins designed to orient 
Italian handicraft producers toward in- 
creased sales in the U. S. market is 
being published by the Italian Govern- 
ment’s Comitato Nazionale per la Pro- 
duttiva, National Produttivity Commit- 
tee, Viale Regina Margherita, 83/d, 
Rome, 

The first of the bulletins, entitled 
“Orientamenti del Mercato degli Stati 





Uniti,” deals with furniture, and will ° 


be followed by monthly bulletins on 
upholstery and home furnishings, earth- 
enware, glass and crystalware, footwear, 
gloves, and leathercrait. 

Much of the material is supplied by 
the Comitato’s correspondents in the 
United States, and new ideas will be 
welcomed from U. S. importers of han- 
dicraft. The Comitato will be glad to 
supply detailed data on production in 
the various sections of the Italian han- 
dicraft industry. A copy of the initial 
edition, with supplement No. 1, in Ital- 
ian, is available for review in the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, Washington 25, 
nm 





French imports of U. S. cotton totaled 
only 118,000 bales of 500 pounds gross 
in the first 9 months of the 1955-56 
marketing year, representing a decline 
of 67 percent from imports of 361,000 
bales in August 1954-April 1955, accord- 
ing to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 


Italian NATO Projects 
Open to U. S. Bidders 


Three new projects in Italy, costing 
a total of approximately $1.5 million, 
have been opened to U. S. bidders under 
the international competitive bidding 
procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 

The projects, designated by individual 
reference numbers, are as follows: No. 
044, supply and installation of lighting 
equipment at Catania airfield at an 
estimated cost of $44,000; No. 045, sup- 
ply of pumping installations for a petro- 
leum system at $1 million; No. 047, con- 
struction of internal roads, aprons, fenc- 
ing, and various buildings at Piacenza 
air base at $407,000. 

Firms interested in these projects 
should apply for admission to bid to 
Ministero Difensa-Aeronautica, Dire- 
zione Generale Demanio, Ufficio Studi— 
la Sezione Viale Castro Pretorio, Rome. 
Registration closing dates for the proj- 
ects are September 1, August 31, and 
August 25, respectively. Details of. the 
work and the equipment to be supplied 
are available upon request from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Applications to bid must be accom- 
panied by information on the firm’s 
qualifications as specified in a question- 
naire available from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division. Reference numbers must 
be shown on the letter of application, 
the forms, and the outside envelope. 

A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational bidding program is avail- 
able on request from the Trade De- 
velopment Division. 


Greek Ministry To Buy 


Tires for Farm Vehicles 


The Ministry of Agriculture, Agricul- 
tural Machinery Division, 12 Philellinon 
Street, Athens, has issued a call for bids 
until August 28 on tires for use on 





' agricultural vehicles, as follows: 


Twelve tires 700x15, 6 ply, with 6 
tubes; 10 tires 1000 x 20, 12 ply; 8 tires 
b cto 12 ply; 6 tires 1300x24, 12 
ply; 10 tires 2100x 20, 10 ply; 10 tires 
1300 x 20, 10 ply; 6 tires 2100x 24, 20 
ply; 4 tires 1300x30, 6 ply; 4 tires 
1200 x 24, 12 ply; 20 tires 900x20, 20 
ply, with 20 tubes; and 30 tires 750 x 20, 
10 ply, with 15 tubes. 

Copies of bidding documents and spe- 
cifications are available from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Admin- 
istration, 1028 Connecticut Avenue 
NW., Washington 6, D. C. 
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French Canner Seeks 
Licensing Agreement 


Etablissements J. Portalis & Fils 
“Conserveries des Lones,” French pro- 
ducer of canned tomatoes and other 
vegetables, is interested in entering the 
canned fruit-juice field and would like a 
licensing or partnership agreement with 
a U. S. company. ‘ 


The firm, interested in obtaining ad- 
ditional capital and know-how in the 
fruit-juice canning field, reportedly is 
well established in the canning industry, 
and present facilities may easily permit 
fruit-juice canning with little additional 
capital expense. 


A World Trade Directory report on 
the firm may be obtained by qualified 
U. S. companies for $1 from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce; Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested firms also may write 
to the firm, at Route de Velleron, Car- 
pentras, Vaucluse, France, for additional 
details. 





Greece Invites Bids on 
Agricultural Chemicals 


Bids are invited until September 12 
by the Agricultural Bank of Greece, 
Permanent Supplies Committee, Athens, 
for the following chemicals: 3.75 metric 
tons gamma-isomer of benzene hexa- 
chloride as wettable powder 12-18 per- 
cent; 8.25 metric tons gamma-isomer of 
benzene hexachloride as dust base 12-18 
percent; 60 metric tons of D.D.T. water- 
dispensible powder 75 percent and 
above; 20 metric tons of D.D.T. 75 per- 
cent and above dust base; 


Ten metric tons systox; 50 metric 
tons mixture ethylene dichloride and 
carbon tetrachloride 3 to 1; 35 metric 
tons aldrin 40 percent and above wet- 
table powder; 10 metric tons dieldrin 
water dispersible powder 50 percent and 
above; 13 metric tons of active ingre- 
dient zinc ethylene disdithiocarbamate 
(Zineb) as wettable powder 65 percent 
and above; 8 metric tons metaldehyde. 


Copies of terms and specifications are 
available from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Argentina Extends Deadline 


The Argentine National Railways, 
Oficina de Licitaciones del Ferrocarril 
General Belgrano, Avda, Maipu No. 4, 
Subsuelo, Buenos Aires, has extended 
the bid deadline for tenders on 154 
motor diesel cars and 146 passenger 
cars from August 24 to October 9. 


This opportunity was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 2, 1956, 
page 13. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 
every effort is made to include only 
firms or individuals of good repute, the 
U. S. Department of Commerce cannot 
assume responsibility for any transac- 
tions undertaken with these firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial In- 
telligence Division, or through Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Offices (listed 
on p. 2), for $1 each. However, the 
usual precautions should be taken; all 
transactions are subject to prevailing 
laws and regulations in this country and 
abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may ob- 
tain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 








Calendars: 
Germany—Gebr. Mobes, Metallwaren- 
fabrik (manufacturer), Prinzenstrasse 


96, Berlin SW 68, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent 5,000 monthly of 
good-quality tip-up metal desk calen- 
dars for advertising. 

Engraving Machinery: 

France—SCRIPTA—Eugene Wayolle 
(manufacturer, exporter), 7 Passage 
Turquetil, Paris lle, wishes to export 
through regional agents, exclusive of 





Panama Invites Bids 


For 15 Trucks 


The executive director of the 
Commission of Roads, Airports, 
and Ports, Panama, invites bids 
until August 25 for the supply of 
fifteen trucks for use in the high- 
way rehabilitation program. 

Each truck is to have a hauling 
capacity of 4 cubic yards; gaso- 
lime engine of not less than 130 
horsepower; gross maximum 
weight, 17,500 pounds. - 

One copy of the specifications, 
in Spanish, is available on loan 
from the Trade Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 











— 


California, machines for engraving and 
copying; for making molds and dies, 
hollow and in relief; also for engraving 
identification plates, medals, and molds; 
for marking tools or machine parts; 
for graduating dials, or for engraving 
fine work initials on gold or silver plate, 


Japan — Wakayama Nishitani Iron 
Works, Co., Ltd. (manufacturer), 191 
Yoshida-dori, Wakayama, wishes to ex- 
port direct engraving machines ~for 
printing cloth. Illustrated and descrip- 
tive leaflet available.* 


General Merchandise: 


Japan — Heian Boeki Kabushiki 
Kaisha (export merchant), 42 Min- 
amikyutaromachi, 1-chome, Higashi Ku, 
Osaka, wishes to export direct or 
through agent machine tools including 
wrenches, pliers, and screwdrivers; 
hardware, including bolts, nuts, nails, 
hinges, etc.; bicycle and automotive 
parts and accessories; toys; and sundry 
goods including necklaces, earrings, 
grass mats, battery lanterns, and bat- 
tery horns. 

Giftwear and Novelties: 

Germany—Otmar Kuehne (exporter 
general merchandise), Hammerland- 
strasse 204, Hamburg, wishes to act as 
buying agent for U. S. firms for clocks, 
watches, jewelry, cutglass, china table- 
wear, and toiletries. 

Handicrafts: 

India—J. B. Traders (India) (export 
merchant, wholesaler), 1 Netaji Subhas 
Road, 2d Floor, Calcutta 1, wishes to 
export direct Benarasi silk and other 
saris; also cotton bedspreads, curtains, 
tablecloths, and pillowcases. 


Housewares: 
England—Carefree Domestic Appli- 
ances, Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter), 


44-48 Adeline St., Manchester 4, wishes 
to export direct or through agents 
household metalware including trays, 
tea carts, and tables, of anodized 
aluminum, and of anodized aluminum 
with formica bases. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflet available.* 


Iron and Steel: 


England—Metal Enterprises & Co. 
(London), Ltd. (metal merchants), 3 
Farringdon Road, London, E.C. 1, 


wishes to export direct or through agent 
iron and steel in semimanufactured 
form, including mild steel sections, rods, 
plates, and similar items. 

Paint: 

France—Les Peintures CIMENTOL— 
Jean Farel (manufacturer, exporter, 
wholesaler), 2ter and 7bis rue Victor 
Hugo, Charenton, Seine, wishes to ex- 
port direct high-quality special paint in 
boxes of 1 to 65 kilograms. This paint 
reportedly may be used on materials 
saturated with water and constantly 
wet. 


Toys: 
Spain—Gali’s (Ana Maria Galilea y 
Garcia) (manufacturer, exporter, 


wholesaler), Antonio Lopez 166, Madrid, 
wishes to export direct or through 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS ° 





— 


agent 15,000 annually of hard-bodied 
papier mache toys. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Equipment: 

Cambodia — Samakki-Peanich SARL 
(importing distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom Penh, wishes to pur- 
chase direct high-quality motor bicycles, 
5,000 units quarterly. 

Chemicals: 

Cambodia — Samakki-Peanich SARL 
(importing distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom Penh, wishes to pur- 
chase direct best quality calcium car- 
bide, 200 tons quarterly. 

Dye Products: 

Cambodia — Samakki-Peanich SARL 
(importing distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139 Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom Penh, wishes to pur- 
chase direct best quality dye products, 
100 tons quarterly. 

Electric Appliances: 

Cambodia — Samakki-Peanich SARL 
(importing distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom Penh, wishes to pur- 
chase direct best quality 220-v. portable 
electric fans, 10,000 units quarterly. 

Glass: 

Cambodia — Samakki-Peanich SARL 
(importing distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom Penh, seeks direct pur- 
chase of high-quality window glass, 50 
tons quarterly. 

Iron and Steel Building Materials: 

Cambodia — Samakki-Peanich SARL 
(importing distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom Penh, seeks direct pur- 
chase of best quality iron bars and rods 
for construction, and iron sheets, 200 
tons each quarterly; and corrugated 
galvanized iron sheets for roofing, 100 
tons quarterly. 

Office Equipment: 

Cambodia — Samakki-Peanich SARL 
(imparting distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom Penh, wishes to pur- 
chase direct high-quality electric, as 
well as hand-operated, calculating ma- 
chines, and typewriters, 500 units each 
quarterly. 

Photographic Equipment: 

Venezuela—G. Ramirez & Cia., Sucrs. 
(importer, distributor of moving-picture 
and photographic equipment and sup- 
plies in general; manufacturer of glue 
for splicing film), Edificio Ayacucho, 
Conde a Padre Sierra, Caracas, wishes 
to purchase direct all types of cameras 
and accessories, light meters, and 16- 
mm. and 35-mm. film. 

Textiles: 

Cambodia — Samakki-Peanich SARL 
(importing distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
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Duong, Phnom Penh, seeks direct pur- 
chase of medium-quality textiles of all 
kinds, 500,000 meters quarterly. 

Tires and Tubes: 

Cambodia — Samakki-Peanich SARL 
‘(importing distributor of general mer- 
ehandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom Penh, wishes to pur- 
chase direct best quality motor-bicycle 
and bicycle tires, including tubes, 100,- 
000 units quarterly. 

Tools: 

Cambodia — Samakki-Peanich SARL 
(importing distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom Penh, wishes to pur- 
chase direct best quality small agricul- 
tural tools, and woodworking hand- 
tools. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


China Clay: 

Belgium—Paul F. Stappers (manu- 
facturer’s agent, broker), 428 Grote 
Steenweg Bercham near Antwerp, seeks 
agency for china clay (kaolin). 

Handtools: 

Venezuela—JACIR’S (manufacturer’s 
agent), Apartado 2529, Caracas, wishes 
agency for builders’ handtools in gen- 
eral. 

Plumbing Equipment: 

Venezuela — Pantica-Kinmat, C. A, 
(manufacturer’s agent handling sewing 
machines and accessories, radios, hard- 
ware, television sets, textiles), 50 Mar- 
ron a Cuji, Apartado 3780, Caracas, 
seeks agency for toilets, lavatories, 
sinks, bathtubs, and equipment for 
shower baths. 

Textiles: 

France—Rene Viguerie (wholesaler 
handling Basque caps or berets), 17 rue 
des Pyrenees, Aureilhan, Hautes-Pyre- 
nees, seeks general agency from U. S. 
manufacturers and exporters for 
France, or a part of France, and also 
for Northern Africa, for hosiery, tex- 
tiles, fabrics, and related articles. 
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FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











England—A. E. Abrahams and K. L. 
S. Daly, representing Abrahams Public- 
ity Holdings, Ltd. 22 Princes Gate, 
Hyde Park, London, S.W. 7, are in- 
terested in negotiating an agreement 
with advertising organizations which 
will secure reciprocal advertising facili- 
ties between the United States and the 
United Kingdom, so that clients may 
advertise in the United States and vice 
versa. Were scheduled to arrive August 
19, via New York, for a 7-day visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel, 50th St. and Park Ave, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, and 
other cities undetermined. 

France—Edouard de Cosse Brissac, 





Ceylon Ministry To 
Buy Asphalt 


Tenders are invited until Octo- 
ber 23 by the Chairman, Tender 
Board, Ministry of Finance, P.O. 
Box 500, Colombo, for the supply 
of 4,099,000 gallons of asphalt for 
road surface dressing, delivery as 
follows: 754,000 gallons in Decem- 
ber 1956; 750,000 gallons each in 
January, February, March, and 
April, 1957; 345,000 gallons in 
May 1957. 

A copy of the tender notice and 
specifications is available on loan 
from the Trade Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau’ of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 











representing Chambre Syndicale de la 
Siderurgie Francaise (French‘Iron In- 
dustry Association), 5 bis, rue de 
Madrid, Paris, is interested in securing 
general information on American in- 
dustry, particularly the steel industry. 
Was scheduled to arrive August 3, via 
New York, for a 5-week visit. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o Harvard Club, 27 W. 44th 
St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York; Pittsburgh; Cleveland; Detroit; 
Chicago; Omaha; San Francisco; Los 
Angeles; Amarillo, Tex.; New Orleans; 
Knoxville; Washington; Philadelphia; 
Wilmington; and Boston. 

France—George Collin, representing 
Consignee Paris Central Market, 44 bis, 
rue de la Voute, Paris, is interested in 
markets for early fruit and vegetables. 
Was scheduled to arrive August 3, via 
New York, for a month's visit. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o Governor Clinton Hotel, 7th 
Avenue and 3ist St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York. 

World Trade Directory report being 
requested. 

France—Jean M. Weil, representing 
Societe de Caoutchouc et de Produits 
Chimiques SOCAMIC (importer, whole- 
saler of molded and shaped industrial 
rubber; brake and clutch linings, and 
chemical products), 22-24, rue Duchef- 
delaville, Paris 13e, is interested in im- 
ports of chemical products. Was sched- 
uled to arrive August 10, via-New York, 
for a 15-day visit. U. S. address: ¢/o 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel, 50th St. and 
Park Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Washington, and Miami. 

India—P. Wora, representing Hind 
Strip Mining Corp. Private, Ltd. (con- 
tractors to Government coal mines), 5 
Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta 1, is 
interested in earth-moving machinery, 
open-cut mining equipment, and explo- 
sives, and wishes to visit industrial 
plants manufacturing these products. 
Scheduled to arrive August 22, via San 
Francisco, for a 25-day visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Indian Consulate 


(Continued on page 16) 
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New Regime... 
(Continued from page 4) 


struction and operation of this coastal 
smelter, participants to be the Banco 
itself, a group of medium-sized Peruvian 
mine operators, and an _ interested 
American or European company with 
experience in lead smelting and refining. 
Plans call for a plant with an initial 
capacity of about 150 tons of lead a 
day to be increased subsequently to 200 
tons or more, depending upon available 
ore. Preliminary estimates indicate a 
fixed capital cost of at least $12 million 
for this project. 

Drilling for oil will begin soon in a 
new area of Peru’s north coastal zone. 
The Amotape Oil Co. with U. S.—Peru- 
vian capital has contracted with the 
British-owned Lobitos Oil Co. for the 
drilling of two “off-set’’ holes adjacent 
to an old producing well in the zone. 
Amotape holds about 175,000 acres 
adjacent to the active oilfields of Inter- 
national Petroleum and Lobitos, in an 
area formerly held by the Government's 
Empresa Petrolera Fiscal. Road, camp, 
and platforms for the new venture have 
been completed, but actual drilling is 
awaiting the arrival of necessary casing, 
tubing, and pumping units. 


Fertilizer Plant To Be Erected 


All arrangements have been made for 
the erection of a $7-million synthetic 
fertilizer plant near Callao, with Italian 
(Montecatini), Peruvian, and American 
capital. Gas turbine power using Peru- 
vian coal will provide the energy. Pro- 
duction will not begin before the latter 
part of 1958. Surplus nitric acid even- 
tually will be sold to the Belgian-Peru- 
vian explosives plant being built south 
of Lima. 

Partly because of the Odria admin- 
istration’s termination, July witnessed 
the inauguration of more large public 
buildings than at any time in Peru’s 
history. Three huge hospitals, erected 
and equipped in part with U. S. capital 
and technical assistance were inaugu- 
rated, as well as a new 22-story build- 


ing for the Ministry of Education cost- 


ing nearly $5 million, and several other 
important buildings and works. In July 
the rolling mill of the Corporacion 
Peruana del Santa was inaugurated. It 
will use imported steel billets for some 
time, since the steel mill itself and the 
hydroelectric plant are not expected to 
be ready. until the later part of 
1957. The French-Peruvian company, 
SOGESA, was organized to operate the 
steel mill—U. S. Embassy, Lima. 





The Indian Government proposes to 
construct a civil airport at Tulihal, 6 
miles from Imphal, the capital of Mani- 
pur State, according to the New Delhi 
press. 

Estimated cost of the proposed facil- 
ity, to-be built on the site of an airport 
built during World War II whose run- 
way has deteriorated, is 1.3 million 
rupees (1 rupee = US$0.21).—U. S. Con- 
sul, Calcutta. 
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BFC's 


World Trade Information Service 


Four series of reports on specific countries 


® Part 1 — Economic Reports 


Basic information on the general economy .. . 
economic developments . . . how to establish a 
business . . . the insurance situation. 


® Part 2 — Operations Reports 


Preparing shipments . . . licensing and exchange 
controls . . . marking and labeling requirements 
. . « pharmaceutical regulations . . . pure food 
regulations . . . travelers’ baggage regulations 


. . . import tariff system ... patent and trade- 
mark regulations. 


® Part 3 — Statistical Reports 


Statistics on U. S. trade with foreign countries 
. . . total export and import trade of the United 
States on a monthly basis . . . foreign trade of 
the countries of the world. 


® Part 4 — Utilities Abroad 


Developments in shipping . . . railways... 
aviation ... highways . . . electric power. 


Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for the following Part(s) of the World Trade 
Information Service. 


[] Part 1—Economic Reports. 

[] Part 2—Operations Reports. 
(] Part 3—Statistical Reports. 

[] Part 4—Utilities Abroad. 


$6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address}. 
$6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address). 
$6 a year ($7.50 to foreign address). 
$3 a year ($4.00 to foreign address). 


Fee EE Eee ERE HERE F EEE EE EEE EEE EES ESHE ESET EE EEE EEE EEE EES EEE EEEE EEE EREEES CHEE OS OSTOOS ESSE ESSE ESOS SESS SESE SE OOO SEES 


ha EERE EE ER 2 ew os hill ii a 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or 
money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Texas-Mexico Border 
Trattic Regulated 


An informal understanding has been 
reached whereby the Governments of 
the State of Texas and the State of 
Tamaulipas, Mexico, have agreed to 
waive the reciprocal requirement for 
payment of registration fees by~ com- 
mercial vehicles crossing the border, 
subject to certain conditions and limita- 
tions. 

In accordance with the arrangement, 
commercial vehicles from Mexico may 
cross the border into Texas for local 
pick-up and delivery, and vice versa, 
without payment of any fees, but they 
may not use Texas highways for travel 
parallel to the border. 

This arrangement prevents trucks 
from crossing the border and doing 
intracity hauling as was done in the 
past. Trucks taking advantage of this 
arrangement will be required to be cov- 
ered by insurance, although there are 
at present no laws either in Mexico or 
Texas requiring commercial motor ve- 
hicles to carry insurance.—U, S, Em- 
bassy, Mexico. 





New Highway Opened to 
Traffic South of Turin 


A new road, with a tunnel, winding 
through the hills south of Turin, Italy, 
across the Po River has been opened to 
traffic. 

The road, 4,270 meters long and 10 
meters wide, is engineered on a grade 
as level as possible. The tunnel, 970 
meters long and equally as wide, was 
dug through rock. Thirteen overpasses 
eliminate intersections along the new 
route. 

The road and tunnel are important in 
that they reduce the distafice between 
Turin and routes to the Ligurian coast 
by approximately 10 miles and reroute 
through traffic from the north and 
northeast before it reaches the center 
of the city. Also avoided is the old road's 
steep, winding climb to Pino, at an alti- 
tude of 584 meters, in order to reach 
Chieri. 

As part of the construction project a 
new road was built to bypass the center 
of Chieri.—U. S. Consulate, Turin. 


Lockheed Gets $6.2 Million 
Export-lmport Bank Credit 


Export-Import Bank of Washington 
on August 7 announced an exporter 
credit of $6.2 million to Lockheed Air- 
craft Corp., Burbank, Calif., to assist it 
in financing a sale to Linee Aeree 
Italiane of 4 model 1649A Constellation 
aircraft and spare parts. 

This figure represents the amount 
which the Export-Import Bank is fi- 
nancing in connection with the sale, 
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Belgium Proposes 


The most spectacular and far-reach- 
ing development in port operations and 
inland water transportation is that two 
laws have been proposed in Belgium for 
development of the port of Antwerp 
and improvement of the country’s in- 
land waterway system. 

One of the laws proposes a program 
for development and expansion of port 
facilities at Antwerp at an estimated 
cost of $84 million, of which $70 million 
will be financed by the Belgium Govern- 
ment and the remaining $14 million by 
the city of Antwerp. 

Simultaneously with submission to 
Parliament of the law for the port 
development another law was submitted 
outlining a plan for development of 
Belgium’s inland waterways. 

Basically, this law provides for e 10- 
year plan devoted to enlarging the ca- 
pacity of certain canals that they might 
accommodate barges of up to 1,350 tons. 

Upon completion of construction, cost 
of which is estimated at a minimum of 





New Caledonia To Set Up 
Office To Promote Tourism 


The statutes of a New Caledonian 
Office of Tourism, intended to include 
representatives of all public and private 
activities interested directly or indi- 
rectly in development of a tourist in- 
dustry, have been approved by the lo- 
cal elective assembly. An important 
function will be to assist financially in 
the construction of new hotels and im- 
provement of existing ones. 


Lack of good hotels is the most se- 
rious obstacle to development of a siz- 
able tourist industry in New Caledonia. 
Of a total of 185 rooms in six hotels in 
Noumea and vincinity, about 90 usually 
are used by more or less permanent oc- 
cupants. Hotel Lantana, completed in 
December 1955, has 25 rooms, each with 
a bath. 

Visitors to New Caledonia in 1955 
numbered 590, compared with 450 in 
1954 and 660 in 1953, and their ex- 
penditures amounted to 10,265,000 
francs, or US$161,323, compared with 
5,203,783 francs, or $81,781 in 1954 
(63.63 Pacific francs=US$1). 

Most of the visitors to New Cale- 
donia, however, are Australian and 
New Zealand seamen or businessmen, 
and only a small number are considered 
tourists. 





World peanut production in 1955 is 
placed at a record 12.4 million short 
tons, an increase of about 3 percent 
over 1954, and almost one-third above 
the prewar average, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 


veveges of Port of 
Antwerp, Improvement o 


Inland Waterways. 


$220 million, Belgian industrial areas 

centered in and around Liege, Charleroi, 

and Mons would be served by canals 

extending to the country’s seaports, par- . 
ticularly Antwerp and Ghent, capable of 

accommodating barges of considerably - 
larger tonnage than is now possible. 
Thus the industrial areas would benefit 
to a considerably greater degree from 
the cheaper freight rates afforded by 
canal transport vis-a-vis rail transport, 
—U. S. Embassy, Brussels. 





Mozambique Power Plant 
Expands To Meet Demand 


The Revue project, which provides 
Mozambique with its principal hydro- 
electric power plant, is being developed 
to meet demands for power both in that 
Colony and in Southern Rhodesia. 

Sociedade Hidro-Electrica de Revue, 
SARL (SHER), the limited liability 
concern developing the project, has 
awarded a contract to the Italian firm 
Societa Anonima de Electrificazzione of 
Milan, Italy, for construction of a trans- 
mission line from Revue to Umtaili, 
Southern Rhodesia. 

In accordance with a contract be- 
tween SHER and the Electricity Sup- 
ply Commission of Southern Rhodesia, 
SHER: must put in three additional tur- 
bines. The plant now has two turbines 
with a total capacity of 14,000 horse- 
power. The contract with SHER also 
calls for the building of a larger dam 
than the existing one.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Lourenco Marques. 





New Iraqi Ports Service 
Replaces Old Agency 


An Iraqi Ports Service has been estab-. 
lished to replace the former Port Ad- 
ministration which was controlled by 
the Director General of Ports and Nav- 
igation. 

The new Ports Service will continue 
to have headquarters at Basra to admin- 
ister the affairs of Iraqi ports, the Fao 
Bar dredging project, and Basra civil 
airport. It will be attached to the Min- 
istry of Communications and Works and 
will be managed by a board of six, in- 
cluding the Minister of Communications 
and Works as chairman and the Serv- 
ice’s Director General as deputy chair- 
man. The other members are senior 
officials of the Iraqi Government repre- 
senting the Ministries of Finance, De- 
fense, and Economics, and the Directo- 
rate General of Iraqi State Railways. 

This change in Administration places 
the ports on the same basis as the 
Iraqi State Railways.—U. S. Embassy, 
Baghdad. 
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American Export Line, Isthmian Line, 
and Ellerman & Bucknall Associated 
Lines, following a similar action taken 
by other shipping companies in March 
and April, have announced a general 10- 
percent freight rate increase over rates 
on all cargoes loaded at Madras, India, 
effective on or about October 8. 

The reason for the increase appears 
to be mounting operating costs.—U. S. 
Cons, Gen., Madras. 





King George’s Dock at Calcutta has 
been equipped with a new 200-ton crane 
to facilitate the handling of heavy lifts 
arriving at the port for various develop- 
ment projects.in Eastern India. 

The crane, purchased in West Ger- 
many at an estimated cost of 2 million 
rupees, or US$420,000, is of the revolv- 
ing cantilever type, electrically powered, 
and is installed on a reinforced concrete 
foundation. The main boom has a maxi- 
mum reach of 50 feet for a 200-ton lift 
and 75 feet for a 100-ton lift. The crane 
is also equipped with 30- and 5-ton 
auxiliary hoists.—U. S. Cons., Calcutta. 





Portuguese India has been authorized, 
by a decree-law of June 29, to arrange 
with the National Development Fund of 
Portugual for a loan of 30 million 
escudos, or approximately US$1 million. 
Proceeds will go for completion of air- 
ports at Mormugao, Damao, and Diu in 
accordance with a contract to be con- 
cluded by the Fund and the Portuguese 
Ministry for Overseas—U. S. Emb., 
Lisbon. 





The Development Board of Iraq has 
allocated 8 million dinars for airport 
improvement in 1955-60 (1 Iraqi dinar= 
US$2.80). 

Consideration is being given to reha- 
bilitation or relocation of the Baghdad 
port. 

Baghdad is growing in importance 
as an air transport center, and the air- 
port’s runway and building facilities 
have not kept pace. In June the city 
was served by 5 major international air- 
lines and 7 primarily Middle Eastern 
lines, including Iraqi Airways. Basra 
was served by 3 major international 
lines.—U. S. Emb., Baghdad. 





Iraq is to have a new standard-gage 
railway line from Basra to Baghdad. 
The Basra - Nasiriyyah - Kut - Baghdad 
route is understood to have been decided 
upon on the basis of engineering studies 
already made, and a firm decision is 
expected this year. The project is esti- 
mated to require an expenditure ot 16 
million dinars (1 dinar=US$2.80).— 
U. S. Cons., Basra. 
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Vehicles entering Canada from the 
United States in June on traveler's 
permits established a record high of 
320,390, or 10.6 percent above those 
entering in June 1955. 

Entries in the first 6 months declined 
approximately 1 percent from last year. 
The late spring and cool, rainy weather 
was responsible for the traffic’s late 
start. 





Visitors to Paris in the first half of 
1956 numbered 694,695, a 12-percent in- 
crease over the corresponding period of 
1955. Of this total 187,597 were Ameri- 
cans. 





Foreign tourists to Seville in January- 
May totaled 32,617, compared with 
29,106 in the like months of 1955. Amer- 
ican tourists numbered 9,817 in the 5 





months, compared with 7,272 in the 
1955 period. 
Americans visiting Denmark in the 


first 5 mnoths of this year reportedly 
numbered 27,839, compared with 19,096 
in January-May 1955. Visitors in May 
rose 244 times over those of the like 
month of the preceding year, to 8,849. 

Tourists visiting the Dominican Re- 
public in January-June totaled 24,443, 
compared with 15,097 in the like period 
of 1955. Expenditures amounted to 
about $350,460. 

Empresas Electricas Asociadas and 
its affiliate Hidrandina, are preparing 
to spend $25 million in further expand- 
ing in the next 2 years their hydro- 
electric facilities supplying the Lima- 
Callo, Peru, area. 

Grace Line has appiied to the Federal 
Maritime Board in Washington for the 
charter of two 10,800-deadweight-ton 
cargo ships to handle the increase in 
shipping expected on the west coast of 
South America to VU, S. east coast 
run largely as the result of shipment 
of surplus agricultural products and ex- 
panding copper production.—U, S. Em- 
bassy, Santiago. 


Casablanca Port Administration has 


issued an order specifying that all ves- 


sels not in place along dockside by 8:00 
a.m. cannot be handled during the 
morning unless a local agent of the 
vessel will accept labor and other 
charges based on utilization of the berth 
beginning at 7:00 a.m. 

The new rule, from which scheduled 
passenger ships are exempted, became 
effective on August 1.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Tangier. 


—ae 


Soviet Union Plans To 


Expand TV Network 


Indications are that the Soviet Goy- 
ernment intends to expand its television 
network as rapidly as possible, includ- 
ing the development of Eastern Eurovi- 
sion, an East-International network, to 
connect Moscow with East Berlin, War. 
saw, Prague, Budapest, Sofia, and Bu- 
charest. 

West German sources, however, ex- 
press doubt about the fulfillment of 
plans calling for the manufacture in 
Russia of 1 million receivers in 1956 and 
operation of 75 transmitters by the end 
of the year. 

Six television transmitters and about 
250,000 receivers are now in operation 
in the Soviet Union, according to the 
West German press. 

Among Russian receivers displayed at 
the latest Leipzig Fair was a table re- 
ceiver “Temp 2” with a 40-centimeter, 
or 16-inch, picture tube. It included a 
record player and was priced at 2,100 
rubles, or US$525 at official exchange 
rate. 

Color telecasts are now transmitted in 
Moscow on a test basis.—U. S. Informa- 
tion Agency, Bonn. 





Motor Vehicle Registration 
Fees Increased in Iraq 


Iraq, actipg to increase revenues to 
build and maintain roads and to dis- 
courage use of heavy trucks that have 
badly damaged the highways, has in- 
creased its motor vehicle registration 
fees. 

The increase was put into effect on 
July 5 by Law No. 81 of 1956, amending 
Overland Means of Transport Law No. 
50 of 1935.—U. S. Embassy, Baghdad. 

Detailed information on the new fees 
may be obtagmed from the Transporta- 
tion and Utilities Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 


Direct India-West Africa 
Cargo Service Established 


A new India-West Africa maritime 
service was inaugurated in July by 
Scindia Steam Navigation Co. 

A direct cargo service between Indian 
and West African ports long has been 
recognized as a necessity, as cargo in- 
tended for West Africa formerly had to 
be transshipped at United Kingdom and 
continental ports. 

The company will employ three ships 
in the new service. After discharge of 
cargo at the West African ports of 
Apapa, Port Harcourt, and Tacoradi the 
vessels will proceed to ports in the 
Balkan area to pick up Russian cargo, 
mostly iron, steel, and cement, shipped 
to India under the Indo-Russian ship- 
ping agreement.—U. S. Consulate Gen- 
eral, Bombay. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Secretary 


Weeks Presents Program 


Of Fall Trade Fair Participation 


The fall schedule of 12 international trade fairs in which the U. S. 
Government and private industry will participate has been announced 
by Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks. 

Harold C. McClellan, Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Interna- 
tional Affairs, was en route to Europe and the Near East, Secretary 


Weeks said, to inaugurate the fall over- 
sea fair program. Assistant Secretary 
McClellan also will visit several coun- 
tries and confer with government offi- 
cials and business groups in promotion 
of two-way trade. 


Of the fairs scha==, 3 will take 
place in Europe, 2 each in the Middle 
and Far East, and 1 each in South 
America and North Africa. Two will 
be trade missions only—at Ghent, Bel- 
gium, and Tunis, Tunisia. The program 
was expected to be under way on Au- 
gust 20 with the opening of the Inter- 
national Trade Fair in Izmir, Turkey. 
The United States will have a central 
exhibit beginning August 26 in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. 

Seven of the fairs, including those in 
Sweden, Syria, Greece, Yugoslavia, Ita- 
ly, Belgium, and Austria, will start in 
September, making nine all told that 
will be running concurrently with U. S. 
participation. Fairs in Tunisia, Colom- 
bia, and Thailand complete the sched- 
ule for this year. Arrangements also 
are being made for additional fairs in 
the winter and spring of 1957. 


Secretary Weeks said: “We antici- 
pate that this year’s international trade 
fair program will be the largest and 
most effective since President Eisen- 
hower started the experiment with the 
Bangkok fair in December 1954 


Growing Interest Seen 


“Our trade missions at previous fairs 
have been aware of the increasing inter- 
est of foreign customers in American 
merchandise. We expect that the 1956- 
57 fairs will alert our businessmen to 
the growing European market for 
American exports of consumer goods. 


“Plans have been completed for a 
series of significant exhibits demon- 
strating not only a wide variety of 
products of free enterprise but also 
American friendship and dedication to 
peace, 


“Because the U. S. Government had 
not taken part in international trade 
fairs until the President initiated the 
new undertaking, earlier efforts, by ne- 
cessity, often were in the nature of 
‘crash programs.’ They were good un- 
der the initial circumstances. But now 
government and private industry have 
the experience and funds to increase 
the scope and value of displays and to 
improve the ‘selling’ of good will and 
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freedom. Our aim is more impact per 
dollar spent.” 

Some of the features of this year’s 
scheduled fairs including dates, as de- 
veloped by the Office of International 
Trade Fairs, are as follows: 


Izmir, Turkey, August 20-September 
20: 

Under the theme “150 Years of In- 
dustrial Progress,” the U. S. exhibit 
will dramatize the fruits of industrial 
progress and free enterprise. Models 
and actual pieces of working equipment 
will give the fairgoer a first-hand view 
of the transitions and refinements dur- 
ing this century and a half in the fields 
of transportation, communications, elec- 
tric power, ariculture, and industry. 


Kabul, Afghanistan, August 26-Sep- 
tember 8: 


This exhibit will cover a wide range 
of industrial, agricultural, and do-it- 
yourself displays, which will be housed 
in a Geodesic dome, the largest com- 
plete building ever transported by a 
single aircraft. Do-it-yourself devices 
illustrate how crafts and other skills 
may be used by a country in which in- 
dustrialization is in its -early stages. 
Afghan farmers will find special inter- 
est in agricultural exhibits and demon- 
strations. Theme: “U. S, Salutes Af- 
ghan Accomplishments.” 


Stockholm, Sweden, September 1-16: 


With its appeal aimed toward the 
craft-conscious Swedish people, the 
U. S. exhibit is on the theme do-it- 
yourself. Displays will illustrate how 
industrial development has created lei- 
sure by giving the worker shorter work- 
ing hours, thus more spare time. The 
exhibit points up the use of this time 
by men and women for the improve- 
ment of their homes, thereby increasing 
purchasing power. In addition, is the 
contribution of do-it-yourself to family 
life. 


Damacus, Syria, September 1-30: 


In Damascus, the U. S. exhibit seeks 
to underscore the basic purpose of de- 
veloping understanding of America, its 
free institutions, culture, and industry. 
The theme “Free Men . . . Living and 
Working Together” conveys the mes- 
sage that free men can be strong and 
happy, and free men, as a natural re- 
sult, can be friends. The exhibit is set 





Fair Program Keynotes 
Free Enterprise 


The United States will tell the 
story of the American free enter- 
prise system to millions of peovle 
in far corners of the world in its 
fall trade fair program, stated 
Harrison T, McClung, Director, 
Officer of International Trade 
Fairs, which administers the pro- 
gram. 

U. S. Central Exhibits will con- 
tinue to emphasize the underly- 
ing theme, “Industry in the Serv- 
ice of Man,” with adaptations 
according to particular require- 
ments of the area in which they 
are shown. 

By our entry into these impor- 
tant trade fairs, people of other 
lands will come to know us better, 
Mr. McClung said, and through 
personal contacts with the indus- 
trialists, businessmen, farmers, 
and citizens of these nations—pgr- 
ticularly developed through Trade 
Missions accompanying all ex- 
hibits—we will come to know 
them better. Thus, the trade fair 
becomes a two-way street for bet- 
ter understanding. 











up in four categories which, combined 
with display techniques, closely involve 
man’s activity and freedom of creation, 
development, and choice: agricultural 
pursuits, electronics, woodworking and 
metalworking, and consumer products, 


Salonika, Greece, September 2-23: 


Strides made by Greece to strengthen 
its economic status will be encouraged 
by the U. S. exhibit at Salonika, which 
has as its basic theme “Fruits of Free- 
dom.” Emphasizing American agricul- 
tural and technical progress and illus- 
trating the values of human initiative, 
the exhibit is directed to areas of spe- 
cific interest to the people of Greece. 
Displays feature many “do-it-yourself” 
techniques and a highlight is a special 
“children’s fair.” 


Zagreb, Yugoslavia, September 7-20: 

In this strategically important fair, 
the U. S. exhibit tells the story of 
“America at Home,” relating individ- 
ual displays to the life of a typical in- 
dustrial worker. The visitor will see 
how “Ed Barnes” and his family lives, 
his major interests, what he buys, how 
he utilizes his leisure time, and how 
free enterprise assures his standard of 
living. 

Bari, Italy, September 7-25: 

Since the Bari area has a climate 
equivalent to that of southern Califor- 
nia and considering the local interest 


(Continued on page 17) 
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Bolivian Cabinet ... 


(Continued from page 5) - 
dent delivered land titles, under the 
Government’s colonization program, to 
a number of small farmers, some of 
them ex-mineworkers and conscripts in 
the Bolivian army colonial regiments. 


Farm Programs Praised 


The Minister of Agriculture, in a re- 
cent interview, praised the agricultural 
programs of the Servicio Agricola Inter- 
americano (SAI), the joint U. S.-Boli- 
vian agricultural agency. Among its ac- 
complishments, he listed the import of 
fine cattle-breeding stock, work at the 
SAI experiment stations, and the super- 
vised credit program. Improved seed 
varieties, lower cattle-disease rates, and 
farm mechanization, achieved with the 
agency’s help, are increasing total agri- 
cultural production, the Minister said 
and estimated that in 1957 Bolivian 
agricultural production would triple 
that of 1956. 


Large quantities of U. S.-economic- 
aid program commodities and other 
Bolivian imports have failed to reach 
Boliyia because of congestion at the 
Pacific ports of Antofagasta, Arica, and 
-Mollendo and a shortage of railway 
equipment. A shortage of storage facil- 
ities exists at La Paz and other Boli- 
vian cities, where much needed freight 
cars are being utilized for temporary 
storage. Although a Government com- 
mission was appointed to speed up de- 
liveries of essential imports, a solution 
does not appear imminent. The commis- 
sion’s first principal recommendation 
was to assign high priority to imports 
of supplies for the Corporacion Minera. 

A special commission of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America 
(CEPAL) visited La Paz June 20-21 to 
discuss with Government officials prob- 
lems of payments and multilateral 
transfers of balances arising from 
intra-American commerce. This subject 
will be considered in the meeting of the 
Commerce Commission of CEPAL, 
scheduled in Santiago, Chile, in October. 

The Minister of Economy has re- 
minded the German Embassy in La Paz 
that as of March 1955 all restrictions 
in effect during World War II pertain- 
ing to transmittal of blocked Axis funds 
had been eliminated. As of that date all 
persons and firms with German na- 
tionality may engage freely in any legal 
economic activity. 

The boliviano exchange rate in Boli- 
via, maintained at about 6,100 boli- 
vianos to the U. S. dollar for a short 
period, took another downward trend 
following the national elections on June 
17. The rate by the middle of July was 
more than 9,000 bolivianos to the dollar 
but recovered to 7,600 by July 20. Local 
prices, which follow the dollar-boliviano 
exchange rate closely, increased, leading 
to renewed pressure by various unions 
for wage increases.—U. S. Embassy, 
La Paz, 
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World Trade ... 


(Continued from page 11) 


General, 417 Montgomery St., San 
Francisco 5, Calif., and 3 East 64th St., 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: San Fran- 
cisco, St. Louis, Chicago, Cleveland, 
New York, and Boston. 


Iran—Jamshid Sheybani, representing 
Iranian Radio and Propaganda Office, 
Tehran, is interested in obtaining in- 
formation on radio broadcasting pro- 
graming techniques. He also is repre- 
senting Irana Film Co. (film producing 
company), Nezemieh St., Tehran, and 
is interested in developing his firm 
technically and artistically through 
study and observation in the United 
States and the possible employment of 
a U. S. motion-picture technician who 
could work with his company temporar- 
ily in Tehran. Was scheduled to arrive 
August 10, via New York, for a visit of 
6 to possibly 12 months. U. S. address: 
c/o Iranian Consulate General, 30 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York and Los Angeles. 

Israel—Julius Friedmann, represent- 
ing self (retailer of domestic electric 
appliances), 6A Hess St., Tel Aviv, is in- 
terested in contacting manufacturers 
and/or exporters of domestic electric 
appliances, including refrigerators, 
washing machines, mixers, and room 
air-conditioners, as well as gas and simi- 
lar stoves and heaters, steam irons, etc., 
for direct purchase or agency. Sched- 
uled to arrive the latter part of 
August, via New York, for a 3-month 
visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Paul Forchheimer, 
52 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York; Milwaukee, Wis.; 
and Massillon and Cincinnati, Ohio. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Israel—Julian I. Hass, representing 
T. M. Cie Herzlia Textile Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd. 24 Lilienblum St., Tel 
Aviv, is interested in studying produc- 
tion and sales methods in the field of 
various types of sewing threads and 
twines, and in purchasing new ma- 
chinery. 

Mr. Hass wishes technical informa- 
tion on production and new develop- 





investment in 


INDIA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field ices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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ments in sewing threads and twines— 
such as cotton, nylon, linen, silicon im. 
pregnated, etc.—and on contacting firms 
which might be interested in granting 
licenses for the manufacture in Israel] 
of sewing thread specialties. Scheduled 
to arrive the latter part of August, 
via New York, for a visit of 6 weeks, 


U. S. address: c/o E. Wolken, 702 E, 
175th St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary; 
New York, and surrounding States, 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 


Union of South Africa—G. W. Cowie, 
representing G. W. Cowie & Co. (Pty.), 
Ltd. (sales agent selling leather and 
textile goods), 505-508 Piccadilly House, 
Aliwal St., Durban, is interested in tex- 
tiles, including cotton and nylon shirt- 
ings, khakis, and printed flannelettes, 
Was scheduled to arrive August 13, via 
New York, for a 2-week visit. U. S. ad- 
dress not given. Itinerary: New York, 
August 13-21, and Boston. 


Union of South Africa—M. Melamed, 
representing Terrazzac (Pty.), Ltd. 
411/12 International House, Loveday 
St., Johannesburg, is interested in con- 
tacting an agent for sale and distribu- 
tion of plastic-stone building facing ma- 
terial. Was scheduled to arrive August 
1, via New York, for a visit of 2 weeks 
to 1 month. U. S. address: c/o South 
African Consulate General, 655 Madison 
Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 





Indonesia Revises . .. 


(Continued from page 8) 
credits; American Surplus (provided for 
by U. S. Public Law 480) and Informa- 
tional Media Guaranty Programs; rice 
imports; and previously announced 
wheat flour imports from Australia. 

These actions appear to terminate 
Indonesia’s attempt to maintain the 
freer trade system embodied in its reg- 
ulations introduced last September 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 26, 
1955, p. 12). They reintroduce the for- 
mer inducement certificate system link- 
ing exports to imports and are believed 
to foreshadow new import regulations 
based on allocations and quotas limiting 
imports to an extent considered essen- 
tial for an effective operation of the 
export certificate incentive system, 





Austrian newspaper producers now 
will be allocated 2,500 metric tons of 
newsprint a month at the fixed price, 
not 25,000 metric tons as stated in the 
article, Austrian Economy Indicates 
Trend Toward Stabilization, Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, August 6, page 4. 

A Swiss bank has promised to invest 
about 9 million schillings, U. S. $346,- 
000, in a glass factory in Lower Austria 
and the associated Wiener Glasshuet- 
tenwerke, not 9 billion schillings, U. S. 
$346 million, as stated in the same 
article, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





Canada Leather Shoe 
Production Up Sharply 


Canadian leather footwear production 
in the first 4 months of 1956, which to- 
taled 14,880,812 pairs, was 1,885,256 
pairs higher than the amount produced 
in the corresponding period of 1955— 
12,995,556 pairs. 

April 1956 production totaled 3,709,- 
662 pairs, a decrease of 249,996 pairs 
over the preceding month and an in- 
crease of 389,733 pairs over April 1955. 

Production of footwear with leather 
soles increased slightly—from 35.9 per- 
cent in April 1955 to 36.1 percent in 
April 1956. In the first 4 months of this 
year, 5,625,498 pairs of shoes were man- 
ufactured with leather soles. 

Production of leather footwear by 
type and in pairs for the 4 months end- 
ed April 30, 1956, and 1955 was as 
follows: 





1956 1955 

A FF 2,762,272 
EE ee eas | 612,186 421,624 
Youths’ .. ie 97,941 104,364 
Women's and growing 

ey elswieseuis. “Tee 6,459,079 
Misses’ . weve 1,601,760 1,271,180 
Children’s and little 

EY oxi ctaencsenencebieill « 1,070,281 1,039,664 
Babies’ and infants’ ...... 1,047,143 937,873 

eS wee 14,880,812 12,995,556 


Factories in operation in April were 
distributed as follows: Newfoundland, 
1; Nova Scotia, 2; New Brunswick, 3; 
Quebec, 157; Ontario, 86; Manitoba, 6; 
and British Columbia, 6; totaling, 261. 





Secretary Weeks... 


(Continued from page 15) 


in fruit culture and farming, the exhibit 
at Bari is distinctly of a service-type, 
calculated to have personal value to the 
Italian fruit and vegetable farmer. A 
unique feature is a dual display of im- 
plements, each of which will be shown 
in operation on a tract of land adjacent 
to the Central Exhibit. Theme: “Op- 
eration—Fruit Packaging U. S. A.” 


Vienna, Austria, September 9-16: 


Austria’s general interest in the new- 
est industrial and technological devices 
will be given full treatment under the 
theme: “What’s New.” An attempt is 
made to highlight the latest American 
achievements in science and industry 
including such recent developments as 
the use of color television in the medi- 
cal profession. 


Themes are not firmed yet for Inter- 
national Industries Fair, Bogota, Co- 
lombia, November 23-December 9, and 
Constitution Fair, Bangkok, Thailand, 
December 7-22. 

Activities of the Trade Information 
Centers at the fairs will be expanded. 
With the exception of Kabul, the United 
States will be represented by trade 
missions at each fair. American busi- 
nessmen, who contribute their efforts 
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and time without compensation, and 
topflight Government officials comprise 
these missions. They stimulate inter- 
est in the exchange of goods and serv- 
ices by offering competent, practical, 
and frank discussion and advice on how 
to sell as well as buy in the United 
States. ; 

In addition to manning the Trade In- 
formation Center, trade missions spend 
several weeks before and after a fair 
touring principal commercial centers in 
the respective countries to discuss two- 
way trade with business groups, trade 
associations, and others, 


Since the inauguration of the program 
in 1954, the United States has had rep- 
resentation at 33 fairs. Over 20 million 
people visited the U. S. central exhibits 
tailored to the particular economic 
needs of the respective host countries, 
according to estimates. 





Greece Awards Contract for 
Supply of Playing Cards 


~ The award of a contract for supply 
of 170,000 packs of playing cards, 32 
cards to pack, to ARTIA, Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, at a price of 042 
Czechoslovakian crowns, or approxi- 
mately US$0.06, a pack, ce. i. f. Piraeus 
has been announced by the State Pro- 
curement Service of the Ministry of 
Finance, 56 El Venizelos Street, Athens. 

Bidding for the remaining 330,000 
packs of the original tender for 500,000 
packs was canceled, and a new tender 
for 850,000 packs was proclaimed for 
Greek manufacturers only and awarded 
to the Aspioti-Elka Graphic Arts Co., 
Athens, at a price of 480 drachmas, 
or approximately US$0.16, per 54-card 
pack of ordinary quality, c. i. f. Greek 
State Warehouses in Athens or Piraeus, 

This bid call was announced originally 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly,. March 
26, 1956, page 11. 


Bolivian Motor-Vehicle 
Registrations Down 


Bolivian motor-vehicle registrations, 
exclusive of military vehicles, as of De- 
cember 31, 1955, totaled 20,230, of which 
10,978 were in the Department of 
La Paz, according to preliminary figures 
of the Direccion General de Transito y 
Rodaje. 

Registrations totaled 22,470 at the 
end of 1953 of which the Department 
of La Paz accounted for 9,032. 

The total number of passenger cars 
in 1955 was 6,779. The remainder of 
the 1955 registrations consisted of 
trucks, station wagons, and other types 
of vehicles.—U, S. Emb., La Paz, 








Nicaraguan cotton exports in 1954-55 
amounted to 117,000 bales, as compared 
with 102,000 exported in 1953-54, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


World Rubber Output, | 


Consumption Decline 


World production of natural rubber 
amounted to 145,000 long tons in June 
1956, compared with 165,000 tons in 
June a year ago, according to the Busi- 


ness and Defense Services Administra- 


tion, U. S. Department of Commerce. 

Output in the first 6 months of this 
year was placed at 852,500 tons, com- 
pared with 875,000 tons in the corre- 
sponding period of 1955. 

World consumption of natural rubber 
was estimated at 155,000 tons in June 
1956, down 5,000 tons from the June 
1955 figure. In the first 6 months of 
1956, consumption was 947,500 tons, 
little changed from the 942,500 tons 
in the like period of 1955. Estimated 
imports into Russia and China, included 
in these figures, totaled 20,775 tons in 
June 1956, 4,325 tons in June 1955, 101,- 
825 tons in January-June 1956, and 27,- 
575 tons in January-June. 1955. 

World stocks of natural rubber at 
the end of June 1956 were estimated at 
795,000 tons, down 90,000 tons from the 
December 31, 1955 position, The June 
figure consisted of 240,000 tons in pro- 
ducing areas, 372,500 tons in consuming 
areas—excluding Russian and Chinese 
stocks, and Government stocks in the 
United States and the United Kingdom 
—and 182,500 tons afloat. 

Synthetic rubber figures for June 
1956, excluding iron-curtain countries, 
were estimated as follows: Production, 
97,500 tons; consumption, 87,500 tons; 
end-of-month stocks, 227,500 tons, up 
37,500 tons from the December 31, 1955 
position. Output in June 1955 was 87,- 
345 tons, and consumption 92,500 tons. 
In January-June 1956, production to- 
taled 615,000 tons, and consumption 
567,500 tons, while in January-June 
1955, the figures were 506,090 tons, and 
515,000 tons, respectively, 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber amounted to 1,515,000 
tons in the first 6 months of 1956, com- 
pared with 1,457,500 tons in the like 
period of 1955. Consumption in the 
United States declined 4.2 percent— 
from 774,380 tons to. 741,511 tons— 
while foreign consumption, excluding 
Russia and China, increased 2.5 per- 
cent—from 655,500 tons to 671,700 tons. 





Portugal's imports of unmanufactured 
tobacco in the first quarter of 1956 
totaled 2.7 million pounds, up 11 per- 
cent from the 2.4 million pounds im- 
ported in the corresponding period of 
1955, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 

Imports of U. S. leaf increased 0.1 
million pounds over the 1955 January- 
March total of 1.7 million pounds. How- 
ever, the U. S. percentage share of the 
Portuguese market continues to show a 
gradual downward trend. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Emblems Needed for Foreign-Aid Gouda 


A specified emblem is required to be affixed to all shipments of 
commodities and equipment sent overseas under International Coopera- 


tion Administration authorizations. 


Marking is required whether the goods are financed wholly or in 
part by the ICA and whether they are of U. S. or foreign origin. 


To assure uniform interpretation by 
all suppliers of ICA-financed commodi- 
ties, ICA has set forth the following 
minimum emblem requirements for vari- 
ous classifications of goods. 

All emblems are to be “approximate- 
ly as durable as the goods themselves, 
taking into account the use of the goods, 
weather, and. other conditions. Em- 
blems of types other than those named 
may be used, provided they are at least 





aa 


This summary of the marking re- 
quirements for foreign-aid shipments 
is presented as an aid to exporters 
shipping commodities and equipment 
overseas under International Coopera- 
tion Administration authorizations. 

The purpose of the requirements, es- 
tablished by the Congress, is to make 
known the nature and extent of Ameri- 
can assistance abroad. 
equal in all respects. All emblems are 
to be obtained by the suppliers, who 
may include the cost in their bid and 
invoice amounts. Suppliers will be held 
accountable for proper use of emblems. 

Lack of such identification upon ar- 
rival of goods is reported to ICA, Wash- 
ington, as a violation of section 201.12, 
ICA Regulation I, for appropriate ac- 
tion. 

@ Manufacturing, Construction, Min- 
ing and Roadbuilding Machinery and 
Equipment, and Similar Items. 

Each item priced at $500 or more 
must have securely affixed a metal plate 
bearing the official emblem, of a size 
not less than the manufacturer’s name- 
plate or trademark, and placed in an 
appropriate location where it will read- 
ily be seen when unit is assembled for 
operation. 

Less expensive items also should car- 
ry metal emblems if subject to han- 
dling, exposure to weather, or other 
conditions which are likely to remove 
emblems of other types. Otherwise, 
heavy foil, heavy-duty decalcomania, or 
equal type emblems may be used if 
durably applied. 

®@ Professional, Scientific, and Labo- 
ratory Equipment and Similar Items. 

Each item must carry a heavy foil 
emblem, or equal, of the largest practi- 
cable size and in a prominent location. 

Decalcomanias or similar type em- 
blems may be used on items having a 
life of 2 years or less. 

® Light Trucks, Jeeps, Station Wag- 
ons, etc. 

Light trucks, jeeps, and similar vehi- 








cles must carry a heavy foil or similar 
type emblem on both sides of the cab; 
or, if more practicable, emblems may be 
painted, using good quality outdoor 
paints. 

@ Buildings and Other Structures; 
Ships, Dredges, Fishing Boats, and 
Other Vessels. 

A metal plate bearing the emblem is 
to be affixed in a suitable location on 
each structure; or, emblems may be 
painted directly onto structure, using 
good quality outdoor paints. 

The emblem is to be applied to ves- 
sels by means of waterproof paints or 
metal plates. 

@ Packaged Goods such as Canned 
Foods, Pharmaceutical Items, etc. 

Each item, and its shipping container, 
will carry the emblem in the largest 
practicable size, durably applied. For 
example, in the case of canned milk, 
fruit, etc., not yet labeled at time of 
contract for export, each can must bear 
the ICA emblem. 

If canned goods are already packed 
in shipping containers when contracted 
for, emblems will be applied to the 
shipping containers but may be omitted 
from individual cans, except as other- 
wise provided in the contract. 

Certain drugs and other pharmaceu- 
tical products are customarily packed in 
“shelf” or “unit” packages, that is, 12, 
24, 48, vials, bottles, or tubes to a pack- 
age. If such goods are already so pack- 
aged when contracted for, emblems will 
be applied to each shelf or unit pack- 
age but may be omitted from individual 
inner containers. -However, emblems 
are to be affixed to all goods packaged 
in large or hospital sizes. Additionally, 
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an emblem is to be applied to each 
shipping container. 

@ Products in Bags, Bales, Barrels, 
Drums, Pails, Bundles, etc. 

Such containers will carry the em- 
blem in the largest practicable size, but 
at least as large as the supplier’s 
name or trademark. The emblem may 
be applied by printing or by use of 
stencil, stamp, brand, tag or other ap- 
propriate means, providing it is legible 
when goods reach consignee. 

® Books and Other Printed Material. 

A paper label approximately 1%" x 
2%” is to be affixed to the inside of 
the front cover of each book. Pam- 
phlets, magazines, and other paper- 
covered publications may carry the em- 
blem on the outside of the front cover. 

@ Items Too Small for Individual Ap- 
plication of Emblem. 

Examples: 

Each carton containing 10 spark 
plugs shall have affixed an emblem ap- 
proximately 1%” x 2%”. 

‘Each package containing 1 dozen 
pencils shall carry an emblem approxi- 
mately 1%” x 2%”. 

Surgical or drafting instruments, etc., 
shall have affixed to their individual 
containers the largest emblem practica- 
ble. F 

@ Goods Not Covered by Preceding 
Paragraphs. 

Questions concerning other commodi- 
ties often can be answered by the fol- 
lowing two points: Individual items, 
and their shipping containers, are to 
carry emblems; all emblems are to be 
at least equal in size and durability to 
the manufacturer’s own identification— 
name and trademark. 

Inquiries concerning emblem require- 
ments for specific items should be ad- 
dressed to the Marking Requirements 
Officer, Office of Small Business, Inter- 
national Cooperation Administration, 
Washington 25, D. C. Samples of the 
emblem, and assistance in locating em- 
blem suppliers, also will be furnished 
upon request. 





Sale of Surplus Cotton to 
Netherlands Agreed Upon 


An agreement for the sale to the 
Netherlands for local currency of 
$275,000 worth of surplus U. S. cotton 
—approximately 1,800 bales—was an- 
nounced by the Department of Agri- 
culture on August 7. 

As in other agreements under Public 
Law 480, the sales will be made by 
private U. S. traders. 

The bulk of the guilder proceeds from 
these sales is to be used for market 
development programs on cotton, and 
the remainder for various uses by the 
United States in the Netherlands. 
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Two Special, Limited 
Tariff Bills Enacted 


Two additional special tariff bills of 
limited scope passed during the closing 
days of the 84th Congress have been 
approved by the President and become 
law. 

Public Law 1001 (H. R. 9396), ap- 
proved August 6. This measure provides 
for duty-free admission of: 


e Guar seed, a product of the guar 
plant, used to produce a gum which 
js utilized by the paper industry, cer- 
tain food and pharmaceutical industries, 
and other industries, including uranium 
mining. 

According to the report on the bill by Sen- 
ate Committee on Finance, the guar plant 
has been experimentally Fb in very lim- 
dted quantities in the nited States with 
Jittle success. Commercial imports, which 
come principally from India and Pakistan, 
are estimated currently at approximately 
1,000 tons a year. 

@ Mosaics imported for the use of 
religious institutions. 


@ Certain stained glass imported with- 
in the next year for use in the construc- 
tion of a new sanctuary and auxiliary 
buildings for the First Presbyterian 
Church of Stamford, Conn. 


Public Law 1012 (H.-R. 10177), ap- 
proved August 6. This measure provides 
for: 


@ The suspension of import duty for 
2 years on certain lathes used in the 
manufacture of shoe lasts. 


This specialized ym ey is available to 
the domestic using industry only from for- 
eign sources, according to information fur- 
nished to the Senate Committee on Finance. 
thes are more expensive than the do- 
mestic product but are of advanced design, 
and desired by the shoe last manufacturing 
industry in the United States because the 
productivity of shoe lasts from their use is 
much greater than from equipment now in 
common use. Only a small number of such 
lathes are likely to be imported annually. 


@The addition of “printing papers, 
coated or uncoated” to the list of prod- 
ucts used in manufacturing for export 
for which substitution for drawback 
purposes is permitted under section 
313(b) of the Tariff Act. 
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August 20, 1956 


U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Travelers’ Baggage Declarations To Be 
Greatly Simplified and Streamlined 


Baggage declarations by travelers 
entering the United States are to be 
greatly simplified and streamlined, the 
Treasury’s Bureau of Customs an- 
nounced on August 13. 


A new baggage declaration form— 
the first new one in over a half cen- 
tury—will be placed in use on August 
27 at U. S. seaports, airports and land 
bordering stations, except those along 
the Mexican border. The form has been 
so designed that in many cases, its 
completion will require only check 
marks to indicate "Yes” or “No” an- 
swers to a few printed questions, plus 
the traveler’s name and address and 
facts about the trip. The form contains 
space for listing of articles when nec- 
essary. 

First supplies of the new form now 
being distributed to Customs Field 
Offices are printed in English, but 
French, Italian, German, and Spanish 
versions will be available in a short 
time. 


“Adoption of the new form is in line 
with the President’s program of facil- 
itating international travel wherever 
possible,” Customs Commissioner Ralph 
Kelly declared. “In support of this pro- 
gram, the Customs Service is making 
every effort to devise procedures which 
will make the clearance of passengers 
arriving in the United States as pleas- 
ant and expeditious as possible.” 


So that as many returning tourists as 
possible may utilize the simplified new 
forms, the Commissioner authorized all 
Customs stations to introduce the new 
form on August 27, except for travel 
from Mexico into the States of Texas, 
New Mexico, Arizona, and ports of en- 
try in California south of Los Angeles. 





Sales of Farm Surplus 
To Pakistan Enlarged 


A further agreement for the sale to 
Pakistan for local currency of various 
surplus agricultural commodities having 
a total value of $46.4 million, including 
certain ocean transportation costs, was 
announced by the Department of Agri- 
culture on August 7. 


The commodity composition of the 
program is approximately as follows, 
in millions of dollars: Rice, $18.1; wheat, 
$11.8; cotton; $7.5; tobacco, $1.9; and 
dairy products, $0.1. As in other agree- 
ments under Public Law 480, the sales 
will be made by private U. S. traders. 

A substantial portion of the sales 
proceeds in local currency will be used 
for common defense purposes. The re- 
maining funds will be used for payment 
of U. S. obligations in Pakistan and for 
a loan to the Government of Pakistan 
for economic development purposes, 


Special provisions of law apply in these 
States, and another new form is being 
devised to comply with them. 





W. German Importer Denied 
U. S. Export Privileges 


Adolph Duhme, an importer-exporter 
of Bremen, Germany, and his former 
employee, Ernst Frick, have been denied - 
participation in all U. S. exports because 
of U. S. export-control violations which 
resulted in illegal transshipment of 
caustic soda to East Germany, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
announced. 


The denial order, issued August 3, 
suspends Duhme for 3 years retroactive 
to February 21, 1955, when he was 
placed under temporary suspension from 
U. S. export privileges pending conclu- 
sion of BFC’s administrative proceed- 
ings. Frick is suspended for 1 year, 
beginning August 3, 1956. 

BFC said that in late 1951, Duhme 
induced issuance of a license to export 
caustic soda from the United States by 
certifying that the material was to be 
used by named consignees in the manu- 
facture of soap and other cleaning 
products in West Germany. In fact, 
however, Duhme had no such orders 
and already had made arrangements 
which resulted in unauthorized diversion 
of 343 tons of the chemical to Eastern 
Germany after their arrival at Rotter- 
dam. 

A second export license issued under 
similar circumstances, and covering an 
additional order of 550 tons of caustic 
soda, was revoked before shipment 
could be made when BFC learned that 
Duhme intended to divert it to an un- 
authorized destination. 

Although Frick was found to have 
participated knowingly in the falsifica- 
tion of the end-use statements, BFC 
found no evidence that he took part 
in the unlawful transshipments. 

The denial order prohibits Duhme, 
Frick, and any other person or firm 
with whom they may be related by 
ownership, control, or position of 
responsibility, from receiving or other- 
wise participating in U. S. exports either 
directly or indirectly. It further states 
that no export transaction or related 
service involving U. S. goods may be 
performed for them by any firm or 
person without prior BFC approval. 





Italian hemp production in 1955 is 
reported between 75 and 77 million 
pounds, compared with 92 million in 
1954 and 164 million in 1953, according 
to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 

Increased acreage for the 1956 crop 
is expected to yield a larger fiber crop, 
which may substantially exceed 100 mil- 
lion pounds. 
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U. S. International Trade Fair 
Program Put on Permanent Basis 


The Government is authorized to participate in international trade 
fairs and to help finance tours abroad of cultural, artistic, and athletic 
performers in a bill signed by the President on August 1. 

In effect, the law authorizes the continuance on a permanent basis 
of a program undertaken some 2 years ago and financed thus far by the 


President’s so-called Emergency Fund 
for International Affairs. 

The program for participation in in- 
ternational fairs and for cultural and 
athletic exchanges provides an impor- 
tant means of bringing to the people of 
foreign nations a direct .contact with 
important aspects of everyday life in 
the United Siates. In the language of 
section 2 of the law, its purpose is to— 


. ... Strengthen the ties which unite 
us with other nations by demonstratin 
the cultural interests, developments, anc 
achievements of the people of the United 
States and the contributions being made 
by the U. S. economic and social system 
toward a peaceful and more fruitful life 
for its own people and other people 
throughout the world. 


Section 3 (1) and (2) of the law 
authorizes the President to provide for 
tours in foreign countries by creative 
and performing artists and athletes 
from the United States and for U. S. 
representation in cultural festivals 
abroad. Such tours are normally ar- 
ranged by nongovernmental booking 
agencies, and performances and exhibi- 
tions in each country are handled by 
local people on a regular commercial 
basis. 

The United States does not make any 
contribution when a tour can meet its 
own expenses. The United States does, 
when necessary and after determining 
that the particular event contributes to 
the prorgam, underwrite such portion of 
the cost as is necessary to permit the 
performance to be held in places where 
travel costs or other factors would make 
it impossible, for the tour to be made 
if it had to pay its own way. 


U. S. Finances Some Displays 


Section 3 (3) authorizes participation 
in international trade fairs and exposi- 
tions and other public and private dem- 
onstrations of U. S. industrial achieve- 
ments and cultural attainments. The 
United States does not directly finance 
commercial exhibits by U. S. firms. The 





United States does, however, finance the 
display of industrial exhibits which show 
typical and outstanding aspects of life 
in the United States. U. S. trade infor- 
mation centers run by trade promotion 
teams are also authorized to be operated 
as a part of the Government exhibit. 


It is further provided (section 4) that, 
to the maximum extent feasible, private 
individuals and organizations shall be 
encouraged to make contributions of 
funds, property, and services to accom- 
plish the programs envisaged in the 
law and otherwise to participate in 
carrying out its provisions. Funds de 
available pursuant to section 5 of the 
measure, which authorizes the appro- 
priation of such funds as are necessary 
to implement the legislation, are to be 
used, as far as possible, to contribute 
toward meeting expenses of activities 
effected through private channels and 
by private means. 

The President is authorized in section 
6 to utilize the administrative provisions 
of the U.S. Information and Educational 
Exchange Act of 1948 in carrying out 
this law’s provisions. 

Section 7 authorizes the President to 
arrange for necessary expenditures in 
the selection and acquisition of exhibits 
and their display, including transporta- 
tion, storage, and other costs. 

Under section 8, the functions author- 
ized by the law may be performed by 
the President without regard to restric- 
tions of law relating to the conclusion 
or modification of contracts, the acqui- 
sition and disposition of property and 
the expenditure of Government funds. 

Section 9 requires the President to 
transmit to the Congress semiannual 
reports covering operations under the 
law. 

The entire program is authorized 
through the President, because it deals 
with an area of Government activity 


that must be distributed among several 
agencies. Although the law does not 


specifically charge the heads of individ- 
ual executive departments with respon- 
sibility for the program’s particular 
phases, the President can delegate au, 
thority to administer and coordinate its 
functions to such official as he may 
choose. At present, he has designated 
the Director of the United States Infor- 
mation Agency as coordinator of the 
program, which involves the participa- 
tion of that agency, the Department of 
State, and the Department of Commerce, 


$4 Million for Brussels Fair 


The new law also contains special 
authorization for U. S. participation in 
the Brussels Universal and International 
Exhibition to be held in 1958. This 
Brussels fair is expected to be of 
unusual magnitude and scope and of 
special worldwide significance. Almost 
all nations are expected to participate 
on a substantial scale, in addition to 
extensive private industry participation. 

In connection with the Government 
exhibit, the law provides for the ap- 
pointment by the President of a Com- 
missioner General, and two other prin- 
cipal representatives, who will be in 
general charge. In a separate last- 
minute action—Public Law 855, 84th 
Congress—the Congress also appropri- 
ated $4 million for purposes of planning 
and beginning construction of the 
exhibit. 
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